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Bassett Elementary School Mission Statement 
Bassett Elementary School is a child-centered community empowered to develop responsible, compassionate, 

globally-minded citizens who are lifelong inquirers dedicated to achieving academic excellence. 
 

    

Risk-taking, Open-mindedness and Confidence in the Classroom 
Ask your child what it means to be a risk-taker, open-minded & confident.  Hopefully the response will have 

something to do with trying something new, raising a hand to answer a question, speaking in front of an 

audience, trying a new way to solve a problem, working together or joining a different group for work or play.  

In the IB PYP, we try to create an environment where students feel safe and supported when they take risks in 

their learning.  This helps them build important life skills as lifelong learners. Here are some Bassett examples:  

 
In PE, 2nd graders playing Survivor problem-

solve as a team  

 
4th graders problem-solve with 
money, taking risks & building 

confidence 

 
2nd grade risk-takers share and 
defend their solutions in math 

 
1st graders defend their answers in Math 
and are open-minded to different ways of 

solving problems 

 
Kindergarteners discuss ways to 

sort books, listening to others’ ideas 

 
3rd graders learning the recorder, 

take risks, are open-minded & 
build confidence 

 
3rd graders explore new ways of researching  

the geography of France 

        
Being open-minded help 4th graders take risks and build confidence 

building Rube Goldberg machines 
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Totally Awesome Tuesdays & PBIS: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 

Through Bassett’s Totally Awesome Tuesdays, intended to promote positive behaviors, we encourage students to 
follow the    Big 3: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful by focusing on specific IB attitudes & learner profile 
attributes each month.  Adults in the school nominate students each month who exemplify highlighted attitudes or 
attributes.   

On Feb. 6, a group of students was recognized, by Mr. Sanfilippo and Mrs. Haworth, for showing the learner 
profile attribute: INQUIRER and the IB attitudes: CURIOSITY & COMMITMENT.  During February, we will focus on 
the learner profile attributes: RISK-TAKER and OPEN-MINDED and the IB attitude: CONFIDENCE. 
 

 
Learners who are RISK-TAKERS have the courage to 

try new things. They try to solve problems lots of 
different ways.  They are brave about telling people 

what they think is right. 
 

Learners who are OPEN-MINDED listen to different 
points of view and celebrate the differences that make 

people unique. 
 

Learners show CONFIDENCE by having the 
courage to apply what they have learned in new 

situations. They take active roles in collaborative 
groups and are brave about standing up for what 

they believe in. 

 
How can parents help to develop students who are RISK-TAKERS, OPEN-MINDED and show CONFIDENCE?  

 If your child is feeling uneasy about trying something, talk about possible solutions and outcomes. Afterward, 
reflect on whether they liked the activity and how it felt to try something new.  

 Your child might set a goal to take a risk such as:  
o Offer an opinion in class   
o Spend one recess with someone they might not usually play with  
o Try an activity, food or game they haven’t tried before    

 Expose your child to different experiences, celebrations & traditions, presented in a non-judgmental way.  

 Encourage your child to really listen to others and consider their points of view. 

 Demonstrate for your child ways to defend their own ideas with evidence, while respecting the ideas of 
others. 

Books that highlight risk-taking, open-mindedness and confidence: 

risk-taker confidence open-minded 
 

If you are interested in more detailed information, visit our school webpage http://www.wlake.org/our-
schools/Bassett-elementary   or contact me: Deb Wadden, IB PYP Coordinator waddend@wlake.org     

 
 

Westlake City Schools Mission Statement 
We Educate for Excellence…Empowering all students to achieve their educational goals, to direct their lives and to 

contribute to society. 

http://www.wlake.org/our-schools/hilliard-elementary
http://www.wlake.org/our-schools/hilliard-elementary
mailto:waddend@wlake.org
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/picture-books-about-fear-and-courage/
https://www.popsugar.com/moms/Children-Books-Help-Teach-Confidence-Youngsters-7193049
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/chapter-books-about-diverse-families/

