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Dover Elementary School Mission Statement 

Dover Elementary educates for excellence by providing a safe, caring and challenging environment that 
empowers all to be inquirers, problem solvers, global thinkers and life-long learners. 

 
 

Risk-Taking, Open-Minded, and Confidenc e 

Ask your child what it means to be a risk-taker, open-minded, and/or confident.  Hopefully the response will have 
something to do with trying something new, raising a hand to answer a question, speaking in front of an audience, 
trying a new way to solve a problem, working together or joining a different group for work or play. 

 

In the IB PYP, we try to create an environment where students feel safe and 
supported when they take risks in their learning.  
 
As adults, we can support our children by: 
 

Acknowledge the Curiosity, Don’t Ignore It! 
 

Help our kids learn to find commonalities. 
 

Engage and Connect with Diversity 
 

Teach our kids about being empathetic 

 

Focus Fridays and PBIS:  
Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 

Dover’s Focus Fridays are intended to promote positive 
behaviors and also encourage students to follow the Big 3: Be 
Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful by focusing on specific IB 
attitudes and learner profile attributes each month. Staff 
members nominate students each month who exemplify a 
highlighted attitude or attribute. During an assembly on 
February 2nd, students were introduced to the learner profile 
attributes: Open-Minded, Risk-Takers  and the IB attitude: 
Confidence by our 1st grade teachers.  During an assembly on 
March 2nd, students were introduced to the learner profile 
attribute: Thinkers and the IB attitude: Creativity by our 
Kindergarten teachers and students. Students were provided 
with an opportunity to understand how these attitudes and 
attributes connect with their work at school, their work at home, 
and within the community of Westlake.    
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Bagels With Barrett: A Breakfast Celebration 

On February 2nd, a group of 27 students were 
recognized by Mr. Barrett and Mrs. Haworth for 
demonstrating the learner profile attribute: Inquirers 
and showing the IB attitudes: Curiosity and 
Commitment. On March 2nd, a group of 21 students 
were recognized by Mr. Barrett and Mrs. Haworth for 
demonstrating the learner profile attributes: 
Risk-Takers, Open-Minded and showing the IB attitude: 
Confidence.  
 
Check out the “Bagels With Barrett” board outside the 
cafeteria to see what our Dover staff had to say about 
our latest nominated students.  

 

During the month of March our students will be learning about what it means to be THINKERS and show 
CREATIVITY throughout Dover Elementary and in our Westlake Community. 

Students who are THINKERS work to solve 
problems independently and collaboratively. They 

can imagine many solutions to a question or 
challenge. Thinkers try to make reasoned decisions 
and can predict the outcomes of their actions. They 

think creatively and critically.  

Students show CREATIVITY by being imaginative 
in their thinking and in their approach to problems 

and dilemmas in a variety of situations.  

How can parents help to develop students who are THINKERS and show CREATIVITY? 

● Encourage your child to try to think of solutions to problems independently.  Resist the urge to supply the 
answers.  Instead, pose different real-life problems and questions to your child: 

○ “I’m not sure how to arrange the glasses so they can all fit in the cupboard.”  
○  “I wonder how much the groceries in the cart will cost. How can we make an estimate?”  
○  “We need enough cookies for the 20 people in your class. What kind of change should we make to 

our recipe?”  
● Ask your children questions  that encourage them to think creatively when they are working on a problem:  

○ “Do you have any ideas about how we might begin?"  
○ “How can we do this differently?"  
○ “I had never thought of that. Tell me more about it."  
○ "What other ways can we show that?"  

If you are interested in more detailed information, visit our school webpage Dover Elementary or contact me: 
Dameon Headings, IB PYP coordinator headings@wlake.org  

 
Westlake City Schools Mission Statement 

We Educate for Excellence…Empowering all students to achieve their educational goals,  
to direct their lives and to contribute to society. 
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