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Dover Elementary School Mission Statement 

Dover Elementary educates for excellence by providing a safe, caring and challenging environment that 
empowers all to be inquirers, problem solvers, global thinkers and life-long learners. 

 

Academic Benefits of Dover’s Strong Art & Music Programs 

Involvement in the arts is associated with gains in math, reading, cognitive ability, critical thinking, and 
verbal skills. Arts learning can also improve motivation, concentration, confidence, and teamwork. 
(edutopia, 2009) 

● Working in the arts helps learners to develop creative problem-solving 

skills 

● Teaching through the arts can present difficult concepts visually, making 

them more easy to understand. 

● Arts instruction helps children with the development of motor skills, 

language skills, social skills, decision-making, risk-taking, and 

inventiveness. 

● Visual arts teach learners about color, layout, perspective, and balance: 

all techniques that are necessary in presentations (visual, digital) of 

academic work. 

● Music instruction strengthens language development: speaking, listening 

and vocabulary development 

● Integrating art and music with other disciplines reaches students who 

might not otherwise be engaged in classwork.  

● Art and Music experiences boost critical thinking, teaching students to 

take the time to be more careful and thorough in how they observe the 

world. 

● Art and Music provide challenges for learners at all levels. 

● Art and Music education connects students with their own culture and 

the cultures of others 
sources: https://bit.ly/2TeSuoz  & https://bit.ly/2TMfOKD  
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https://www.edutopia.org/arts-music-curriculum-child-development
https://bit.ly/2TeSuoz
https://bit.ly/2TMfOKD
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Focus Fridays and PBIS:  Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 

 

Dover’s Focus Fridays are intended to promote positive behaviors and also encourage students 
to follow the Big 3: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful by focusing on specific IB attitudes 
and learner profile attributes each month. Staff members nominate students each month who 
exemplify a highlighted attitude or attribute. This month our students will be learning and 
understanding how to be Principled, and how to show Integrity while exploring and building 
new knowledge. Thank you to our teachers and staff for modeling the importance of 
understanding our Learner Profile. 

 
Books about being PRINCIPLED and showing INTEGRITY: 

 

   

How can parents help to develop students who are PRINCIPLED and show INTEGRITY?  

● Praise children for being honest, even when they are being honest about doing something wrong. 

● Involve your child in deciding on the rules for a game or activity and show that you value those rules by sticking to 
them and praising children when they, also follow those rules.  

● Encourage your child to play games that involve teams. Discuss with your child the qualities of a team player. What 
sort of person would they want on their team?  

● When your child wins a game model sportsmanship and expect that he or she is a well-mannered winner. They might 
thank their opponent or shake hands with them if it’s appropriate.  

● When playing a game, don’t change the rules or let your child win. Being a gracious loser is just as important as being 
a good winner.  

If you are interested in more detailed information, visit our school webpage Dover Elementary or contact me:  
 Dameon Headings, IB PYP coordinator headings@wlake.org 
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https://www.earlychildhoodeducationzone.com/best-childrens-books-about-honesty/
https://youtu.be/3etusONQFAM
https://childrenslibrarylady.com/integrity-picture-book-list/
http://www.wlake.org/our-schools/dover-elementary
mailto:headings@wlake.org

