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Dover Elementary School Mission Statement 

Dover Elementary educates for excellence by providing a safe, caring and challenging environment that 
empowers all to be inquirers, problem solvers, global thinkers and life-long learners. 

 
 

Learners as RISK-Takers! 

Risk-taking can sound scary but doesn’t have to be dangerous.  When we ask 

students to take risks in their learning, we are not asking them to be 

daredevils. 

As learners, students take risks every day as they: 

● Share their ideas, opinions & understandings 

● Try something new 

● Take leadership roles  

● Trust & follow others 

● Work with different partners 

● Work with different partners 

● Confront & correct mistakes or misconceptions 

● Take on responsibilities 

● Consider the perspectives & feelings of others 

 
 

In the IB PYP, we try to create an 
environment where students feel safe and 

supported when they take risks in their 
learning.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Bagels With Barrett: A Breakfast Celebration 

On November 2nd, a group of students were recognized, by Mr. Barrett and Mrs. Haworth, for 
showing the learner profile attribute: Communicators and the IB attitudes: Empathy and 
Tolerance.  Over 20 students between K-4 were recognized for demonstrating how to be a 
successful communicator and also show other’s why it is important to have empathy and show 
tolerance towards one-another. Thank you to all our teachers, school community, and parents 
for helping instill these attitudes and attributes into our Westlake students.   
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Focus Fridays and PBIS:  Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 

Dover’s Focus Fridays are intended to promote positive behaviors and also encourage students 
to follow the Big 3: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful by focusing on specific IB attitudes 
and learner profile attributes each month. Staff members nominate students each month who 
exemplify a highlighted attitude or attribute. During our assembly on November 2nd, students 
were introduced to the learner profile attribute: Caring and the attitudes: Appreciation and 
Respect by our 4th grade teachers, Mrs. Mattingly and Petty Officer 3rd Class Bottomley. 
Thank you to our Armed Forces and especially Petty Officer 3rd Class Bottomley for taking the 
time to teach us about Respect. 

 

Being Caring and showing Appreciation and Respect: 

Caring: Students will develop empathy, 

compassion and respect towards the 

needs and feelings of others.  They 

have a personal commitment to 

service, and act to make a positive 

difference to the lives of others and to 

the environment. 

Respect: Remind your children to 

respect themselves, others, and the 

world around them, and model this 

behavior in your everyday interactions. 

For example: Instead of putting 

themselves or others down after a 

mistake, teach your children to use 

positive self-talk and set new goals. 

Appreciation: Share appreciation for 
the wonder and beauty of the world 
and its people. Help them look at the 
bright side of situations. 

Activities for Parents to Promote being Caring and showing Appreciation and Respect: 

Role model the caring behavior you would like to see in your child. Using kinds words, helping people without being asked, 

being an active listener, always showing you care about people. 

After reading a book, spend time considering how people in the book acted. Was someone caring? All of the time or just 

some of the time? Were all the characters in the book caring or were just some of them? What do you think about the 

characters? 

Practice random acts of kindness. Simple things like holding the door for someone or helping carry bags shows that you 

are aware of others and want to help them. 

If you are interested in more detailed information, visit our school webpage Dover Elementary or contact me:  
 Dameon Headings, IB PYP coordinator headings@wlake.org  

 

We Educate for Excellence……Empowering all students to achieve their educational goals,  
to direct their lives and to contribute to society. 
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