
To Our WCSD Families, 
 
The health, safety and well-being of our students and staff are our top priorities. We just 
participated in a conference call with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health. The spread of 
coronavirus disease-19 (COVID-19) is a very fluid situation. As you may have read, there have 
been three confirmed cases in Cuyahoga County. We are working with officials to ensure that 
we have the most recent and accurate information available.  
 
We are taking a number of proactive measures to minimize risk to students, staff and families 
relating to the spread of COVID-19. The Westlake City School District continues to monitor the 
situation and take guidance from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, Ohio Department of 
Health and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). There is no 
recommendation to close schools at this time. 
 
We encourage our students, staff and families to be mindful of key preventive measures to 
minimize the spread of illness. The CDC offers tips on its website that can be useful in avoiding 
the spread of this and other illnesses. We also ask that if children are sick, they should not be at 
school. Students need to be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to class after any illness. If 
you have additional questions, the Ohio Department of Health  opened a call center to answer 
questions regarding COVID-19. Call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH. 
 
If anyone in your family has traveled recently to a country with an outbreak of COVID-19, the 
CDC provides this Travel Health Alert Notice. The CDC provides information on steps to take if 
you have traveled to a country with an outbreak, and what to do if you experience symptoms. 
 
What the District is Doing: 

● Communication & Monitoring: During cold and flu season, our buildings monitor student 
illness reports, trends and absenteeism. We are in contact with the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Health as necessary. 

○ We are also monitoring the latest information from the Ohio Department of Health 
and the CDC. These agencies provide guidelines for action and communications. 

● Planning for Contingencies: Our administrative team has been gathering information 
from governmental health officials and discussing our response. We are: 

○ Ensuring the district has adequate cleaning and disinfecting supplies, including 
investigating new technologies. 

○ Discussing how to handle school closures if recommended by the appropriate 
local, state and federal agencies.  

○ Determining how to best communicate timely and accurate information to staff 
and families. 

● Cleaning: Our custodial staff is providing extra cleaning attention to our schools, which is 
typical during cold and flu season.  

https://www.ccbh.net/coronavirus/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/welcome/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/welcome/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html


○ The district currently uses chemicals that disinfect a broad spectrum of viruses 
and bacteria, including the SARS-associated coronavirus. When we reduce the 
viral load on these surfaces, we reduce the risk of transmission.  

○ Our teachers and nurses are monitoring students and reinforcing frequent and 
thorough handwashing throughout the school day. 

● Education: We have shared, and will continue to share, best practices from local, state 
and federal agencies on the most effective ways to stop the spread of communicable 
illness. 

○ Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
○ Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
○ Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
○ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
○ Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
○ Please keep sick children home. The Board of Health is reporting that 

transmission primarily occurs when a person is displaying symptoms. That is why 
it is important to keep students home when symptoms are present. 

○ The CDC COVID-19 website remains an excellent resource.  
○ The National Association of School Psychologists offers Talking to Children 

About COVID-19 (Coronavirus): A Parent Resource. In short: 
● Remain calm and reassuring 
● Be honest and accurate - This disease is spread when an infected person 

coughs or sneezes on someone in close contact. It can also spread when 
you touch an infected surface. 

● Know the symptoms - fever, cough, shortness of breath 
● Review basic hygiene practices - Wash your hands before lunch and after 

recess. Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds (sing Happy Birthday or 
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star slowly) 

● Practice giving fist or elbow bumps instead of handshakes to avoid 
spreading germs. 

● Get enough sleep, eat healthy and exercise to develop a strong immune 
system to fight illness. 

● Early elementary school children need brief, simple information that 
should balance facts with reassurances that their schools and homes are 
safe, and adults are there to help them. 

● Upper elementary and early middle school children will ask questions. 
They may need help separating reality from rumor. Discuss the extra 
cleaning efforts at their school. 

● Upper middle school and high school students can discuss the issue and 
be directed to CDC or Ohio Department of Health facts. 

 
The Westlake City School District takes the health and well-being of our students and staff 
seriously, and we are asking for parent support in keeping sick children home to prevent the 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html#cdc-response
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource


spread of illness. We will continue to monitor the situation and obtain updates from health 
officials, and we will inform you of any adjustment we need to make to our school plan. 
 

 


