
Westlake City School District 

March 11, 2020 
 

 

 

A Message from Superintendent Dr. Scott Goggin, 

Good afternoon. As you have noticed there has been a great deal of press and 
communication regarding the Coronavirus. I wanted to take a moment to share more 
information and thoughts and connect with you all directly.   

This is a fluid situation, with information and updates constantly shifting the 
landscape. The district is making decisions based on current information, but we 
remain flexible to adjust our plans as information from health and government 
agencies becomes available to us. We created a page on our website where we will 
continually update information from health and government authorities, as well as 
post updates on events and potential school closures. Here is some information that 
may be helpful. 

Containment and COVID-19 Information 

We have sent out communication previously about COVID. Here is a link to an 
infographic recently released. Important considerations: 

1. Clean surfaces matter. This is a simple concept that was shared with us by 
the Board of Health. If we reduce the viral load on hard surfaces, we can 
reduce the risk. We have not only enhanced our cleaning protocols, but we 
are also monitoring the work completed. We are very proud of our cleaners, 
custodial staff, and others who are working to maintain this environment. 

2. Hand washing is becoming cliché, but it matters. It is such a basic, 
preventative measure that makes a big difference. We are reinforcing this 
with students. Please reinforce that at home as well. 

Students who are ill or showing symptoms 

Based upon the information presented to us from health authorities, transmission is 
most likely to occur when symptoms are present. If your child is showing symptoms, 
please keep them home. A challenge we have is a state-mandated truancy protocol. 
This creates friction with families when we ask parents to keep students home and 
then send a letter claiming that the student is truant. Please be patient with us as we 
work to remain compliant with mandates and work with families. We understand the 

https://www.wlake.org/about-us/safety-security/covid-19
https://www.wlake.org/uploaded/Flyers/1920/WESTSD-114_(V3)_Corona_Virus_Infographic.jpg


frustration. We will work to balance this as best as we can. 

Staff who are ill or showing symptoms 

Our staff is mandated to report communicable illnesses. We also encourage our staff 
to report suspected communicable illnesses. We are asking our staff to be cautious 
and report any concern that they would have. When we receive a concern, we will 
contact the Cuyahoga County Board of Health to assess the risk level any type of 
contact would present. We will not communicate every report we receive, however, 
just higher level risks as guided by the Health Department. We are committed to 
maintaining a safe environment for our students and staff. 

School Closure 

The State of Ohio and our local authorities are not recommending closing K-12 
institutions at this time. However, our building-level teams are developing age-
appropriate lessons in case that does occur. To prepare this material, we are 
considering an early release day to provide time for all of the teachers to meet and 
develop these plans. If that is necessary, we will share that information in advance. 

Trips/Events 

Between now and April 9 (beginning of Spring Break), we are cancelling all out-of-
state trips and out-of-district field trips. The Board of Health has advised that we limit 
travel to necessary trips. While our students are not in the “high risk” category for 
COVID-19, there is concern about bringing illness back to the school, community, or 
households. This will impact our orchestra trip scheduled to go to Chicago at the end 
of this month. We have contacted the travel company to discuss refund possibilities. 
In regard to our 8th grade Washington, DC trip, that is not scheduled to leave until 
June 9 and the refund window closes the third week in April. We will continue to 
monitor this situation and make a decision prior to the refund deadline. 

We are in the process of reviewing all upcoming events and discussing the 
appropriate steps to take with each event. We will have a specific list of events 
posted on our website. In regard to this weekend:  

• Dollars for Scholars on Friday is postponed to a later date that is yet to be 
determined.  

• Saturday - Middle School Honorsfest, Ohio Elementary Chess Tournament, 
Yale Spizzwinks Concert, WHS Latin Club trip to Columbus are all 
cancelled.   

The Governor has announced that he is issuing an order regarding large group 
activities. When we receive this order and get a chance to review it, we will update 
the event list posted on our website.  

As stated earlier, this is a fluid situation and we are receiving new information daily. 



Our health organizations have been very helpful and communicative. If we receive 
any additional information or if we need to adjust any of our decisions, we will send 
out more messages. 

 
Dr. Scott Goggin 
Superintendent 
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