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Dec. 5, 2019 
 

PROGRAM KEEPS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ON 
TRACK 

 
Westlake High School senior Sabrina Saleh was looking for a new challenge. She 
was ahead on her credits for graduation and didn’t want to fill up her schedule 
with “a bunch of electives.” 
 
Her School Counselor helped her find a solution through the Occupational Work 
Experience (OWE) program. She leaves school early most days to head to her 
job at Peace, Love and Little Donuts (PLLD) in either Avon or at Crocker Park. 
 
WHS Social Studies teacher and OWE Coordinator Bob Patton is geared toward 
juniors and seniors who are on schedule to graduate but don’t want to be in 
school all day, and for students who are credit deficient and need additional 
credits to achieve graduation on time. 
 
“The OWE program here at Westlake has been a valuable tool for many 
students to remain in school, graduate and gain real-life work experience,” 
Patton said. “It teaches students to manage time and commitments, and helps 
them develop skills necessary for their futures.” 
 
Patton has run the program at WHS for nine years. In that time, close to 150 
students have participated. Patton works with a variety of employers – including 
Dunkin Donuts, Discount Drugmart, Panera, Bruegger’s Bagels, Heinen’s Grocery 
Store, Dairy Queen and the General Bar Law Directory.  
 
Students are graded on their job performance and receive 2.5 credits. Patton 
visits job sites, talks with managers and solicits evaluations on job performance. 
 
“It’s a great tool for getting students out into the community and working,” 
Patton said. “Students have held a wide variety of jobs since I’ve been 
coordinator. It’s a great program we offer that has been very helpful for many 
students remaining in WHS and graduating.” 
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Sabrina, he said, is “exceptional” in both aspects of the program – her work 
environment and academics. 
 
“Sabrina is an amazing employee,” said PLLD Manager Beth Davis. “She took 
initiative from the first day she began working and has shown strong leadership 
skills at both our Avon and Crocker Park locations. 
 
“Sabrina is an employee that all managers/owners would want to her. Her 
outgoing and professional skills with the customers, as well as her strong work 
ethic, make her shine each day at work.”  
 
Sabrina works more than 20 hours a week and maintains an A average. Davis, a 
retired teacher, said hiring Sabrina was her first experience with Westlake’s OWE 
program, but she said she sees value in the program and would use it again.  
 
“I think it is such a great opportunity that is provided to students to get out and 
work,” she said. “They truly learn more in these experiences that will take them 
further and help them to decide what they might be interested in studying or 
doing in the future.” 
 
Sabrina said she plans to attend college and focus her studies in the medical 
field. She said the program allows her to focus on her work responsibilities during 
the day, while leaving plenty of time for school work. 
 
“I absolutely love my job so much and I feel it’s a perfect place for me to work,” 
Sabrina said. “Working at a donut shop means the best customers. I always 
enjoy having conversations with the customers as we talk about our similar love 
for donuts. A lot of people dread going to work, but I look forward to working at 
a place with such a friendly and loving environment.” 
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