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April 16, 2018 
 

WESTLAKE HIGH SCHOOL TO INSTALL 2ND 
HONEYBEE HIVE 

 
Westlake High School science teacher Melissa Barth will oversee the installation 
of a second honeybee hive in greenspace on the high school campus as part 
of a Beekeeping Club project. 
 
WHAT: Members of the WHS Beekeeping Club will install a package of package 

containing about three pounds – or 10,000 worker bees and a queen. 
 

The bees are being shipped via U.S. Postal Service from Queen Right 
Colonies in Spencer, Ohio. The bees originally came from California in a 
bee bus. The club will install the queen first, then shake the rest of the 
bees into the hive. The queen will stay in a queen cage, protected by a 
mini marshmallow for a few days. In the time it takes the rest of the hive 
to chew through the marshmallow, the queen will have released enough 
pheromones to be recognized by the colony. The queen was 
inseminated prior to shipment and will begin laying eggs soon. The 
colony should grow to about 40,000 bees at its peak.  

 
During installation the bees are in their most docile state as they are not 
defending food or home.  

 
WHO: WHS juniors and Beekeeping Club co-presidents Claire Brewer and 

Henyah Dardir will do the installation. WHS science teacher and club 
adviser Melissa Barth will oversee the installation. The bees and 
equipment were paid for by the Dardir family to support the Beekeeping 
Club. 

 
WHEN: This is weather dependent and will occur either after school (around 

3pm) Wednesday or Thursday, April 18 or 19. We will keep you updated 
as soon as we have an exact day/time. 
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WHERE: The hives are located in green space on the WHS campus. Anyone can 

watch from inside a classroom looking out at the hives. 
 
WHY: Honeybee populations are suffering as a result of colony collapse disorder 

with no certain cause. A working hive provides a learning tool and an 
opportunity for students to conduct real-world research on this 
entomological epidemic, as well as other environmental studies. 

 
Some facts about honeybees: 

• Honeybees are a docile species, not to be confused with the aggressive, 
picnic-ruining yellow jacket. 

• Honeybees are responsible for pollinating up to 80 percent of our food 
crops and will forage for nectar in up to a five-mile radius. 

• Honeybees are communal organisms that work together for the greater 
good of the colony. A colony consist of three castes – queen, worker and 
drone. 

• A mail-order “package” of bees contains about 10,000 worker bees and 
one queen. All of the workers are female. 

• Bee sting allergies are fairly rare, occurring in an estimated .5 percent to 2 
percent of the population. The school has an epi-pen located in a wall-
mounted box for emergencies. 
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