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Westlake empowers all students to 
achieve their educational goals, to 
direct their lives and to contribute  
to society. 

Educate for Excellence.

W E S T L A K E  C I T Y  S C H O O L S
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SUPERINTENDENT LETTER

With all that we offer, Westlake is more than ratings on a report card. While the report cards are 
important, the scores should not be our sole focus. Our focus should be on what our students need 
and how we can foster growth for each individual student. Our district is full of hard-working and 
talented students, teachers and staff who achieve amazing things in and outside of the classroom 
every day. 

I present this Quality Profile as a representation of the great things our district has to offer its 
students. Our focus is to create an environment that is a safe and open place for others to shine. 
Westlake is a place where we put others first, and we take pride in ourselves and community. 

At Westlake, our well-rounded students learn to give back to their community at a young age. They 
learn to work hard on their academics, but also explore their interests through the arts, athletics 
and extracurricular activities. 

At Westlake, we are doing great things and making progress in the areas where we need improvement, 
while celebrating our successes. 

I invite you to become an active member within our schools. Volunteer in our buildings or attend 
one of our many school or athletic events and witness first-hand all of the fantastic opportunities 
we have to offer. 

Sco tt Go ggin
Superintendent 

At the Westlake City School District ,  
we educate for excellence. As a premier 

district in Cuyahoga County, we provide one 
of the most robust selections of academic 

courses, athletics and extracurricular 
activities in the area. 

“ “
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STRATEGIC PLAN

A Strategic Planning Committee of residents, business leaders, nonprofit representatives, civic leaders, mental health 
leaders, higher education leaders, clergy, parents and neighborhood leaders met to review community and global 
trends, skill gaps and resource needs. The result was a document that provides an outline of goals:

The Westlake City School District’s top priority is 
to provide an excellent education in a safe learning 
environment to all students.

4

Curriculum & 
Technology
Create a systematic 
framework to develop 
an all-inclusive learning 
environment aimed at 
educating the whole child.

Facilities
Have a 21st century learning 
environment where form 
follows flexible function 
and accommodates safety, 
curriculum and technology.

Communication 
& Community 
Partnerships
Build a sense of pride, 
confidence and trust 
through communication 
and partnerships.

Culture & 
Environment
Build a culture of 
inclusion, collaboration, 
open-mindedness, 
respect and inspiration.

Finance
Maintain a constant and 
appropriate long-term 
funding stream.
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International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme
Westlake High School offers one of only three International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programmes in Cuyahoga County. Through the 
rigorous Diploma Programme, students:
• Have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge
• Flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically
• Study at least two languages
• Excel in traditional academic subjects
• Explore the nature of 

knowledge through the 
programme’s unique theory 
of knowledge course

ACADEMICS
WHS State

Total  
Tested 234 92,674

English 24.5 21.2

Math 24.6 21.6

Reading 25.3 22.5

Science 24.2 22.0

Composite 24.8 22.0

2016-2017 Average ACT Scores

WHS State

Math 626 570

Reading and 
Writing 617 578

Composite 1243 1149

2016-2017 Average SAT Scores

International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Programme World SchoolS
In June of 2015, Bassett Elementary, along with Dover, Hilliard and 
Holly Lane Elementary Schools, became International Baccalaureate 
(IB) World Schools. IB World Schools share a common philosophy – a 
commitment to a high quality, challenging and international education. 

Westlake’s four elementary schools are four of only twenty schools 
to offer the IB Primary Years Programme in Northeast Ohio, providing 
students with a rigorous and well-rounded education. 

100%
of third graders met the

Third Grade Reading Guarantee

42
students participated in International 

Baccalaureate coursework in the  
2016-2017 school year.

9
students participated in the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, and
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ACADEMICS

Awards
• First place in the 2017 Verizon Innovative App Challenge
• Third place in the Hyland Innovation Show
• Best of Show: Ohio Technology & Engineering Educators Association State Conference
• Zupanic Award: Ohio Technology & Engineering Educators Association State Conference
• Best of Show: Ohio State Fair & Technology Showcase

TechMates Program
• Received most of the Top 10 awards in the 2017 Student Model Home Design Contest
• Activities and field trips: 

- Northeast Ohio Science & Engineering Fair 
- Field Trips to regional colleges, universities, organizations and businesses 
- Gravity Racing Challenge 
- Goodyear STEM Career Day 
- Ohio State Fair Summer Fair Technology & Engineering Showcase 
- Mentoring Bassett fourth graders on Inquiry Day for Rube Goldberg activities

Technology & Engineering Program
• More than 200 students from Westlake High School’s Technology & Engineering program 

majored in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields in college and are 
employed professionally in the growing STEM fields.

Westlake High School Technology
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Enrolled in 
higher 

education

4
Ivy League 
Students

2017 National 
Merit Scholarship 

Program

4
Finalists

8
Commended 

Students

Advanced Placement 
Results

AP scores of 4 or 5: 
316

AP scores of 3 or higher: 
493

AP Scholars: 32
AP Scholars with 

Honors: 19
AP Scholars with 

Distinction: 43
National AP Scholars: 7

84
Students 

earned free 
college credit 

through College 
Credit Plus

World Languages
French
German
Latin
Spanish

Advanced Placement Courses Offered
AP Art History
AP Studio Art 
AP English Language 
AP English Literature
AP US Government and Politics
AP US History 

AP World History
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus B/C
AP Statistics
AP Biology
AP Chemistry

AP Physics
AP French
AP German 
AP Spanish 
AP Latin 

Westlake High School was ranked in the 

TOP 10
in Northeast Ohio in U.S News’ annual 

 list of Best High Schools.
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ACADEMICS

• Seven WHS students performed 
as part of the Melissa Etheridge 
& Contemporary Youth Orchestra 
“Pulse” concert at Severance Hall.

• Two Dover Intermediate School 
students earned perfect scores 
on the WordMasters Challenge, a 
national vocabulary competition.

• A WHS French student earned a 
Gold Award in the 2017 annual 
Grand Concours, a national 
competition sponsored by the 
American Association of Teachers of 
French Students.

• A Holly Lane Elementary third-
grade student had her poem chosen 
for national publication in Poetic 
Power’s poetry anthology.

• An LBMS seventh-grade student 
earned third place in the state You 
Be The Chemist Challenge contest.

• A WHS senior won a Gold Key for a 
creative writing piece, and a senior 
won two Gold Keys for artwork 
in the Scholastic Arts & Writing 
Awards. 

• A WHS junior earned a spot on 
the U.S. International Geography 
Olympiad Varsity Team for his 
performance at the 5th annual 
Varsity National Championships of 
the U.S. Geography Olympiad. 

• Ten WHS AP Art History and 
International Baccalaureate Theory 
of Knowledge students participated 
in the Cleveland Museum of Art 
Museum Ambassadors program.

• A WHS sophomore had a film 
featured for the second consecutive 
year in the Cleveland International 
Film Festival.

• Three LBMS seventh-grade 
students were named state finalists 
in the Library of Congress’ Letters 
About Literature contest.

•  Dover Elementary School’s 
third grade was recognized with 
a mayoral proclamation for their 
“Giving Back to the Community” 
project.

•  WHS Model United Nations 
Club students won Best Delegate 
and the Gavel Award at the 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs 
Conference.

• A WHS senior was named a U.S. 
Presidential Scholar candidate.

• A WHS student earned a perfect 
score on the ACT exam.

• A WHS junior earned one of 11 
perfect AP Calculus BC scores.

• More than 50 WHS students 
served as peer tutors before and 
throughout the school day for their 
classmates.

• Dover Elementary School has 
received the Governor’s Buckeye 
Best Healthy School Award for 
three consecutive years. 

Notable Accomplishments
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ARTS

Visual Arts
Our visual arts program emphasizes art 
creation/production, as well as art  
response/appreciation. Courses include:

Involvement in the arts is important to academic success 
and creating well-rounded students. Westlake offers 
experiences in a wide variety of mediums and advanced 
courses to broaden our students’ talents. 

Performing Arts
Students can also discover and pursue individual 
talents and interests in the performing arts. The 
Westlake Music Department invites students to 
participate in programs from the elementary school 
level through high school. The department aims 
to help students gain insight into a wide variety of 
musical activities, including:

AP Studio Art

Chorus

Design

Chorale

Animation

Show Choir

Illustration

Band

AP Art History

Ensemble

Drawing

Jazz Ensemble

Ceramics

Symphonic Choir

Painting

Orchestra

Photography

Orchestra



Westlake City School Disctrict10 Westlake City School Disctrict

Notable Accomplishments
• The WHS Orchestra performed Bowie XL with City Music Cleveland during a “What is on David 

Bowie’s Playlist?” concert.

•  Six WHS students were named winners in the Cleveland Clinic eXpressions program, which engages 
high school students in the exploration of science and medicine through creative expression. 
Students won ribbons in the art and language categories.

•  A WHS student was selected to perform in the All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio Music Education 
Association Conference in Cleveland.

•  A WHS student won the regional Shakespeare competition, which led to the national competition in 
New York City.

• A WHS student was awarded “best in show” for the Congressional Art Exhibition. Her artwork is 
going to Washington DC where it will be on display for one year. 

•  Seventeen fourth-grade students in the Hilliard Elementary School Honor Choir performed at Tri-C 
and other community locations. 

• The Center Stage Players & Shakespeare Club present a balanced program of plays and musicals 
to promote interest in the theatre arts. The high school Shakespeare Club also provides a unique 
experience that gives students a thorough understanding of the playwright’s work.

ARTS
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Athletics

Westlake High School
Westlake High School offers 26  
Interscholastic sports:

• Baseball

• Basketball (boys and girls)

• Bowling (boys and girls)

• Cheerleading

• Cross Country (boys and girls)

• Football

• Golf (boys and girls)

• Gymnastics

• Ice Hockey

• Lacrosse (boys and girls)

• Soccer (boys and girls)

• Softball

• Swimming-Diving (boys and girls)

• Tennis (boys and girls)

• Track (boys and girls)

• Volleyball

• Wrestling

The Westlake City School District offers athletic 
opportunities for students at the middle and high  
school levels. 

Lee Burneson Middle School
Lee Burneson Middle School prides itself on being 
able to offer students a diverse number of athletic 
opportunities, including:

• Baseball

• Basketball (boys and girls)

• Cheerleading (football and basketball)

• Cross Country (boys and girls)

• Football

• Softball

• Track (boys and girls)

• Volleyball

• Wrestling



12 Westlake City School Disctrict

ATHLETICS

Fall Winter

Spring

Girls Soccer
Ranked nationally in team GPA for the 
11th straight year

Girls Tennis
A student was named a state qualifier and a 
Southwestern Conference MVP

Boys Cross Country
A student was named a  
Southwestern Conference MVP

Boys Golf
A student was named a  
Southwestern Conference MVP

Varsity Football
The team advanced to the regional semifinals,  
getting its first playoff win since 1984
The quarterback was named an All-State player

Diving
A two-time state placer

Wrestling
A student was a qualifier for the state tournament

Notable 
Accomplishments -
High School athletics

Boys Tennis
A student was named a Southwestern  
Conference MVP

Girls Lacrosse
First season as a varsity sport

Boys Lacrosse
First Team All-State athlete

Girls Softball
The team was second in the state in team GPA

4
Southwestern 

Conference 
Champions

4
Southwestern 

Conference 
MVPs

8
All-State 
Players

3
State

Qualifiers
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Consistent Stable Distinguished
Winner of 20 consecutive 
Certificates of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting 
from the Government Finance 
Officers Association.

A bond rating among the very 
best of Ohio’s public schools, 
a Moody’s rating of Aa1, and 
Standard and Poor’s rating of 
AA+ “Stable.”

Winner of Ohio’s State Auditor’s 
Distinguished Excellence in 
Financial Reporting Award for 
timely, error-free filings. 

The Westlake City School District is  
open, honest and transparent with its finances.

F ISCAL 
STEWARDSHIP
Where the Money Comes From:

Local $41,635,684.28 75.2%
State $8,828,452.38 15.9%
Federal $1,596,421.64 2.9%
Other Non-Tax $3,329,737.65 6.0%
Total Revenue $55,390,295.95
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FISCAL STEWARDSHIP

The Value of a Westlake Education

Westlake - $1,265.25

Aurora - $1,704.15

Hudson - $1,796.55

Avon Lake - $1,562.40

Solon - $1,720.60

Chagrin Falls - $1,853.60

Brecksville-Broadview Heights - $1,447.60

Orange - $1,662.15

Independence - $1,347.50

Bay Village - $1,811.60

Rocky River - $1,536.15

Revere - $1,402.45

Highland (Medina) - $1,379.00

Twinsburg - $1,505.35

John Hay (Cleveland) - $1,763.30

Non-Westlake Districts’ Average - $1,606.60

Financial Goal
The Westlake City School District is committed to maintaining a constant and appropriate 
long-term funding stream to achieve the educational mission of the Westlake City Schools.

The following districts are among the top 15 Best High Schools in Northeast Ohio as rated 
by U.S. News & World Report’s Best High Schools ranking.
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student 
Services

Preschool Services
Westlake provides preschool services to qualifying 
children, age 3-5, through itinerant services as well 
as a peer model special needs center-based program.

Special Instruction  
and Services
Westlake offers students a continuum of specially 
designed instruction and related services, such 
as speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, nursing, counseling, transition services and 
more, necessary to meet the needs of students with 
disabilities. 
In the 2016-17 school year, the district provided 
direct services to 559 students with disabilities in 
preschool through age 21.

English Language Learners
Westlake provides support to English Language 
Learners through 5.5 Teachers of English for 
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL). The district 
ended the 2016-17 school year with 132 identified 
English learners.

The Westlake City School District is committed to empowering ALL students 
to achieve their educational goals, to direct their lives, and to contribute 
to society. The district’s Student Services Department supports the 
district’s vision to provide a dynamic, student-centered, positive learning 
environment. In support of students, the district offers:

Project Link Community 
Education Program 
Project Link provides before/after school, summer, 
enrichment and tutoring programming to more than 
1,000 students annually. The Project Link program was 
recognized nationally in 2015 for its participation in the 
National Afterschool Matters Fellowship through The 
National Institute on Out of School Time, The National 
Writing Project, Wellesley College and University of 
California Berkeley.

Early Childhood Program
The Westlake Early Childhood Program earned a 
5-Star Step Up to Quality rating for meeting the quality 
standards of the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services and the Ohio Department of Education. This is 
the highest rating available to early childhood programs 
through Step Up to Quality.



STUDENT LEADERSHIP  
& ACTIVITIES

The Westlake City School District has a number of clubs 
and activities available to students at all grade levels. 

Westlake High School
• Academic Challenge
• Art Club
• Band
• Center Stage Players
• Cheerleading 
• Choir
• College Prep Club
• Debonaires
• Demonettes
• Forensic League Speech and Debate Club
• French/Spanish/German/Latin Clubs
• Green & White Newspaper
• Key Club
• Leadership Challenge
• Math Club
• National Art Honor Society
• National Honor Society
• Project Support
• Students Against Destructive Decisions
• Science Olympiad
• Shakespeare Club
• Student Council
• WHBS

Lee Burneson Middle School
• Academic Challenge
• Book Club
• Builder’s Club
• Burneson Brigade
• Club W
• Drama Club
• eClub
• Encore
• Jazz Ensemble
• Math Competition
• Newspaper
• Science Olympiad
• Ski & Snowboard Club
• Student Council
• Yearbook

Dover Intermediate School 
• Band 
• Choir 
• DISC (Dover Intermediate Service Club)
• GE Girls 
• Greensleeves 
• Math Club 
• Orchestra 
• Ski Club 
• Student Council

16 Westlake City School Disctrict
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stAFF 
LEADERSHIP

Awards and Recognition 
• Bassett Elementary fourth-grade teacher Leah Burke’s class 

won first place in the FriendsOffice W.R.I.T.E. (We Reward 
Innovative Teaching Endeavors) Program, receiving seven 
Runtz Ball chairs for her class.

• WHS science teacher Melissa Barth oversaw the installation 
of a honeybee hive in greenspace on the high school campus 
as part of a Beekeeping Club project.

• WHS transition specialist Tabatha Devine was named 
Milestones Autism Resources Outstanding Educator.

• The WHS Technology & Engineering Department was 
selected for the state’s best project and exhibit display during 
the Ohio Technology & Engineering Education Association 
state conference and school exhibits competition.

• Anne Dill, a gifted teacher at WHS and LBMS was selected as 
a winner of the 2016 Edyth May Sliffe Award for Distinguished 
Mathematics Teaching in Middle and High School.

• WHS science teacher Jon Cuomo was recognized by Baldwin 
Wallace University (BW) with the James Thomas High School 
Teacher Award. The award recognizes teachers who engaged, 
inspired and encouraged their students while preparing them 
for college. Cuomo was nominated by former student John 
Donovan, who is graduating from BW with a major in biology 
and chemistry.

• Staff members Mimi Verdone, Kerry Brickman and Pete 
Zagray received the 2017 Ohio PTA Achievement Awards for 
their contributions to children during the PTA Founder’s Day 
celebration. 

• Westlake City Schools’ Excellence in Teaching and Classified 
Service Award winners for the 2017-2018 school year were 
Stephanie Mavis, Hun Piazza and Nicole Grillo.

The Westlake City School District prides itself on hiring 
high-quality teachers, staff and administrators. 

22
Average number of
students per class

80.5%
Teachers with 

master’s degrees 
(or higher)

17
Teachers’ 

average years 
of experience

100%
Principals 

with master’s 
degree  

(or higher)
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COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS 

Educational experiences are enhanced by partnerships between the school district and the community. The Westlake 
City School District has a long and valued tradition of strong partnerships with parents and the broader school 
community. When students feel supported by the adults in the community, they believe they have the ability to achieve.

• The Citizens Advisory Committee was established 
over 40 years ago as a voluntary advisory committee 
to the Westlake Board of Education. It is comprised of 
a diverse group of Westlake residents and community 
representatives that focus on ways to continually 
enhance all aspects of education for students in the 
Westlake City Schools. Their mission is to serve the 
Westlake community, the Westlake City Schools and 
the Board of Education as a visible and proactive link 
between these interdependent parties.

• Connecting for Kids is a nonprofit with a mission 
to provide education and support to families with 
concerns about their child. They serve families in 
Cuyahoga and Lorain counties with children younger 
than 13 years of age and offer hands-on family 
training programs, speaker series, support groups and 
awareness programs.

• Westlake Council of PTAs consists of eight local PTAs 
- Westlake Early Childhood PTA 
- Bassett Elementary School PTA 
- Dover Elementary School PTA 
- Hilliard Elementary School PTA 
- Holly Lane Elementary School PTA 
- Dover Intermediate School PTA 
- Lee Burneson Middle School PTA 
- Westlake High School PTSA 

• The Westlake Demons Athletic Boosters (WDAB) 
is a community-based organization established with 
an all athletics/one goal approach of supporting 
Westlake City School District athletic teams in 

grades 7-12. WDAB strives to provide equipment, 
uniforms, scoreboards, athletic structures and more via 
fundraising efforts by its members, parents, the greater 
Westlake community and local businesses.

• The Westlake Music Boosters support and promote the 
arts through musical education and performance in our 
schools, for all students, in all grades, and in all forms.

• The Dover/Westlake Alumni Association raises funds 
for an annual scholarship and helps to promote and 
enhance the learning and community experience at 
Westlake High School.

• The Westlake City Schools maintain a cooperative 
relationship with local government and safety forces, 
including School Resource Officers at our high school, 
middle school and intermediate school.

• The Westlake City Schools, in partnership with the 
Westlake Kiwanis, Westlake Porter Public Library and 
the City of Westlake, host an annual Senior Citizen 
Appreciation Dinner.

• Hyland Software collaborates with the Westlake City 
Schools on field trips, summer HyTech camps, Tech 
Club activities, internships, Innovation 
Showdown competition and classroom 
presentations.

• WHS PTSA hosts The Green & White 
Revue, the group’s only fundraiser. 
The talent and variety show features 
K-12 students’ performances 
including vocal, bands, dance, 
comedy and more.
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Giving Back
• Jump Rope for Heart: Last year, Westlake’s 

four elementary schools participated in Jump 
Rope for Heart to support the American Heart 
Association. Collectively, the schools raised 
more than $11,000.  

• OneSchool, OneBook: Westlake’s four elementary 
schools partnered with 19 community 
businesses to place 2,000 books in students’ 
homes district-wide. 

• Harvest for Hunger: Hilliard Elementary was 
recognized for the second year in a row with the 
Rory Borgio Harvest for Hunger Award-School 
Partnership for collecting more than 700 pounds 
of food and $4,000 in cash and food donations.

• Veterans Day Programs: Each year, elementary 
schools hold a Veterans Day program where they 
recognize and celebrate service members in the 
community for their dedication to our country. 
Westlake High School also hosts an annual 
breakfast for veterans and Dover Intermediate 
School does an annual toiletry drive for 
homeless veterans.

• Service Clubs: All of our schools adopt service 
projects throughout the year to help those in 
need in our community.

• Hilliard Elementary students collected gently 
used clothing during a week-long collection 
drive for the Goodwill Recyle Program. 

• Over the past two years, Bassett Elementary has 
donated $1,500 to “Make a Wish” from various 
fundraising activities. 

• Multiple school groups adopt an anonymous 
family in need during the Christmas holiday. 

• In place of a holiday party in December, Bassett 
Elementary students use their time for service 
projects creating animal toys and blankets 
for the Cleveland APL and placemats for the 
Westlake assisted living facilities. 

• The Holly Lane Garden Club and the middle 
school’s Hoop House garden teach students 
about how to care for and grow plants, with a 
portion of the harvest going to the Westlake 
Assistance Program each year.

• Several PTAs have a Mitten Tree, where they 
collect hats, scarves and mittens to give to our 
local community support agency.

The graduating class of 2017  
recorded more than 

20,075
service hours within the community.
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