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Teacher   
Resources
• INFOhio [http://www.infohio.
org/] provides access to elec-
tronic collections for teachers 
interested in learning how to 
use INFOhio resources in their 
classrooms. With the start of the 
new school year, INFOhio home 
access requires a new username 
and password, available from 
your local school library media 
center or visit http://www.info-
hio.org/ER/unpwrequestform.
asp.  
• ODE’s website [www.ode.
state.oh.us] provides program 
information, data & statistics, 
and event information to Ohio 
educators and families.  
• The Ohio Resource Center 
for Mathematics, Science, and 
Reading [http://ohiorc.org/ ] 
promotes standards-based best 
practices in mathematics, sci-
ence and language arts/reading 
for schools and universities. 
• Ohio’s Statewide Testing 
website [ http://portal.success-
ode-state-oh-us.info/ ] provides 
teachers and students informa-
tion and resources for the OAA 
and OGT. 
• The Federal Resource for 
Educational Excellence (FREE) 
[http://www.free.ed.gov/index.
cfm] tracks down new teaching 
resources from federal agencies. 
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Around the Schools

Historical Pumpkin Drop
LBMS science teacher Mary Pat Kahler’s students were smash-
ing pumpkins in the name of science during the annual Historical 
Pumpkin Drop in the LBMS parking lot.

Students researched historical figures who significantly contributed 
to science, history, math, technology, language arts, etc. They gave 
a two-minute presentation on that person and decorated a pump-
kin to resemble their historical figure.

Using a lift, Kahler - and surprise guest Superintendent Dr. Daniel 
J. Keenan Jr. - dropped pumpkins from different heights, allowing 
the students to calculate the speed at which the pumpkins fell and 

calculate acceleration due to gravity.

Bullying resources
Several incidents of bullying, one occurring in Ohio, have renewed 
the national debate over bullying in schools. In July 2007, the State 
Board of Education approved a Model Policy for Districts Prohibit-
ing Bullying, Harassment and Intimidation [http://education.ohio.
gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicR
elationID=431&ContentID=29246&Content=82201]. In addition, 
ODE’s website contains links to several resources regarding bullying 
prevention at http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/
ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=431&Content=93296. 

The Stork Report . . .
Congratulations to WHS Family & Consumer Science teacher Larissa 
Betka and her husband, Eric, on the Oct. 5 birth of Ella Raisa. Ella 
came in at 8 lbs, 15 oz, and 22 inches long. Congratulations to the 
WHS and Betka families on this latest addition.



The Westlake Early Child-
hood Program enjoyed an 

educational tour of Hill-
crest Orchards in Amherst 

recently

Around the Schools is published weekly online by the Westlake City Schools 
communications department. Please forward information for publication to 

Communications Coordinator Kim Bonvissuto at the Administration Building, 
or call (440) 250-1258 or email bonvissuto@wlake.org

Deadline for submitting materials is Wednesday at Noon.
The Westlake City School District is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
agency and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, 

national origin, age, political affiliation or disability.

The National Consortium 
for Teaching about Asia 
(NCTA) is an 11-week 
seminar series that provides 
6-12 teachers with the 
knowledge, resources and 
expert guidance necessary 
to incorporate or enhance 
curriculum about East Asia 
in their classrooms. Upon 
completion of program 
requirements, participants 
also receive a personal sti-

pend for their time and 
completed lesson plans; 
seminar texts and re-
sources; a resource grant 
to purchase Asia-related 
supplies for your school; 
option to purchase 
graduate credit; and a 
continuing education 
unit certificate. The win-
ter 2011 seminar, at the 
OSU campus in Colum-
bus, begins Jan. 13 and 

ends April 7. The sessions 
will be conceived with 
the new Ohio Academic 
Standards in mind. Appli-
cations received by Nov. 
30 will receive priority. For 
complete details and to 
apply online, visit http://
ncta.osu.edu/future_sites.
php. Visit the NCTA web-
site - http://ncta.osu.edu/  
- for more information on 
consortium programs.

Free seminar on China, Japan, Korea

NWO Educaching workshops
With sympathies ...

Russ Dieterich, 76, a 1953 WHS graduate and 
member of the WHS Athletic Hall of Fame, re-
cently passed. Dieterich, of Westlake, formerly 
was a Bassett Elementary custodian and night 
custodian at the old Red Brick. So dedicated to 
Westlake was Dieterich that his family asked 
that contributions be made to the Westlake Ath-
letic Association in lieu of flowers.

B: Frosh girls basketball

The Northwest Ohio Center for Excellence in STEM Education (NOW) 
Inquiry Series is offering Take Math Outdoors!, Educaching workshops 
for grades 4-8 teachers, tech coordinators and school administrators. 
Educaching uses GPS technology to create an innovative learning 
atmosphere. The workshops will explore educational GPS-based 
scavenger hunts that engage learners in exercise, teamwork, prob-
lem-solving and critical thinking skills. Sessions will take place Dec. 
16, Jan. 13, Feb. 17, March 24 and April 14. Each session will focus on a 
new topic. Single session registration fee is $15 and includes teaching 
resources, hands-on materials and CEUs/contact hours. All programs 
take place at Rossford High School in Rossford, Ohio. To access more 
information and to register, visit http://cosmos.bgsu.edu/inquiry-
series/mathematics.htm. Please contact Michelle Klinger at mklinge@
bgsu.edu if you have questions.

Preschool 
Spotlight

Every so often we will 
highlight an event or 
information from the 
WCSD Early Childhood 
Program. Below is the first 
installment from Kathleen 
Keaggy Smith.

On Oct. 8, more than 30 
children from Westlake’s 
Early Childhood Program 
enjoyed an educational 
tour of Hillcrest Orchards 
in Amherst. The outing 
was arranged by West-
lake’s Preschool Teachers.

Westlake preschool-
ers enjoyed journeys 
into a straw tunnel and 
crate maze. The Hillcrest 
Orchards tour guide 
explained to the children 
how apples get from the 
tree to the local super-
market.  The tour included 
a demonstration of the 
apple grading machinery 
used to wash, sort and 
package apples before 
they are sent off to mar-
ket.  The children enjoyed 
eating an apple on the 
hayride to the pumpkin 
patch where they chose 
the perfect pumpkin to 
take home.

You can see photos of the 
day at right.


