
Issue 5 = 1-Mill Permanent Improvement Levy

Commentary

The Westlake Board of Education 
placed a 1-mill permanent 
improvement (PI) levy on the May 5 
ballot to invest in the short- and long-
term capital needs of the district.

What Is a Permanent Improvement 
Levy? How Will Dollars Be Used?
A PI levy can only be used for capital 
items with an anticipated lifespan 
of at least fi ve years, such as safety 
and security, technology, building 
repairs, transportation needs and other 
equipment purchases. The levy 
will generate $1.36 million annually 
for the district. 

Issue 5 would allow the district to 
address capital needs now and in 
the long term without sacrifi cing 
programming. PI dollars can provide 
technology necessary for enhanced 
learning in all schools, address safety 
and security to protect our students 
and community members who use the 
buildings, ensure maintenance of new 
buildings supported by the community, 
and maintain the elementary schools 
until a proposal for Phase II of the 
Master Facilities Plan can be presented 
to the community.  PI dollars cannot be 
spent on salaries or benefi ts.

Why Do the Westlake Schools Need 
a Permanent Improvement Levy? 
The Westlake Schools have not had 
additional operating revenues in nine 
years. In addition, the district lost $14.9 
million in state funding since 2005. 

To address these issues, the district 
instituted a $2 million budget reduction 
plan in the 2013-2014 school year, 
which included:
• Reduced 14.4 teaching positions
• Implemented pay to participate fees 

for grades 5 through 12
• Increased full-day kindergarten tuition
• Worked with our labor unions to 

reduce expenses through the 
collective bargaining process

How Do I Know the Westlake Schools 
are Making the Most of their Dollars?
Westlake Schools are recognized as 
one of the top school districts in Ohio 
for sharing services to increase cost 
effi ciency. The district earned numerous 
awards from the Auditor of State for 
its clean audits and disclosures in 
reporting. Westlake Schools rank third 
lowest on school taxes in Cuyahoga 
County and would remain there even 
with passage of this issue. 

What Will Issue 5 Cost Taxpayers?
The PI levy will cost $35 annually for the 
owner of a $100,000 home valuation. 
In Westlake, most households will pay 
around $80 per year.

Levy Information Nights
• April 16, 6pm at Bassett Elementary

• April 20, 6:30pm at 
Porter Public Library, Porter Room

• April 28, 6pm at Holly Lane Elementary
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With the rollout of a new parent notifi cation 
service – SchoolMessenger – the Westlake 
City Schools also introduced a mobile 
app designed to enable parents, staff, 
students and the broader community to stay 
informed and up to date on important issues, 
information and activities underway within our 
school community. 

The Westlake Schools SchoolMessenger app 
provides families with 24/7/365 access to 
calendars, lunch menus, directories, events, 
sports schedules, and more. New information 
feeds will continue to be made available in 
the app over the coming school year. 

The free app will be available for download for 
Apple iOS and Android.
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Westlake Schools launch new Mobile App 

Westlake’s four elementary buildings are 
closer to authorization as International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World Schools after 
receiving preliminary feedback from the 
International Baccalaureate Organization 
Americas (IBA).

Based on candidacy consultant reports, 
observations by the verifi cation team and the 
schools’ applications for authorization, all four 
buildings – Bassett, Dover, Hilliard and Holly 
Lane elementary schools – met 115 of the 116 
practices in the six standard areas required 
to become IB World Schools. The one issue 
to be addressed is how they support the IB 
Primary Years Programme model for teaching 
core subjects – Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Science and Social Studies – to all students 
within the classroom. 

The IB journey for Westlake’s elementary 
schools began in the 2011-2012 school year 
with a feasibility study, staff training and 
curriculum development in the IB curriculum 
model. All four buildings applied for and 
were granted candidacy status in the 2012-
2013 school year, which continued into the 
2013-2014 school year. Upon submitting 

applications for 
authorization in spring 
2014, IBA verifi cation 
team visits took place 
in fall 2014. 

The district chose 
to pursue IB PYP 
certifi cation following 
an appreciative inquiry 
process through the Continuous Improvement 
Plan. Through that process, the community 
called the district to action to grow 
internationally competent, competitive and 
engaged learners.

Earlier this year, Westlake High School 
was approved as an authorized IB World 
School, adopting the Diploma Programme 
(DP) curriculum through the International 
Baccalaureate Organization. The 
authorization means WHS shares a philosophy 
with schools worldwide – a commitment 
to high quality, challenging, international 
education with a focus on rigor and inquiry. 
Westlake students will participate in the IBDP 
through a partnership with Avon Lake, Berea 
and Rocky River high schools.

Westlake elementary schools closer 
to IB World School status



At Bassett Elementary School, about 20 
percent of the student body participates in 
the Bassett Math Club. The club meets once 
a week with staff members from each grade 
level and PTA parents working with fi rst- through 
fourth-grade students after school playing a va-
riety of games to sharpen their math skills.

The program is part of the Mathematics 
Pentathlon, a national math club that 
strengthens basic math concepts and skills, 
aligns with STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics) and national and 
state mathematics standards, and stimulates 
creative thinking while developing problem-
solving skills. 

Next year Bassett will add kindergarten to 
the club and offer students the chance to 
compete in online academic tournaments 
at the national level. 
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Bassett Elementary Math Club

Hilliard and Holly Lane elementary schools each 
received a $2,000 School Garden Grant from 
the Whole Kids Foundation, a nonprofi t founded 
by Whole Foods Market to help kids eat better. 

At Hilliard, preschool teacher Karen Kane and 
cook Donna DiFranco wrote the grant for an 
outdoor greenhouse they will use year round. 
Kane said the goal is to plant and cultivate 
healthy foods to supplement the school 
cafeteria, as well as the community food 
kitchen. 

“The goal of our garden is to provide the 
opportunity for our students and staff to 

celebrate how nature works and 
the countless ways our systems interact 
with each other through the structures 
and practices of food, health and 
community,” Kane said, adding that the 
grant money will help build an outdoor 
hoop/greenhouse for students to extend 
the growing season. 

At Holly Lane Kristi Fortuna and Amy Butcher 
wrote the grant and will use the foods 
grown in similar ways. The schools will 
partner with the Westlake Assistance 
Program in an effort to teach global 
environmental responsibility.

2 elementary schools receive garden grants

Techie Club is a new partnership between the 
Westlake City Schools and Hyland Software 
designed to expose students to different 
technology concepts, to incite interest and 
encourage exploration.

Techie Club includes hands-on, interactive 
lessons for third and fourth grade students. 
Topics include computer programming, web 
development, hardware, software, Internet, 
digital and Social Media, technology careers 
and robotics.

Techie Club is comprised of up to 20 students 
and meets weekly at Dover Elementary 
School throughout the school year. 
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Techie Club promotes technology
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Hilliard Elementary School students embarked 
on an all-school book club on March 2 – One 
School, One Book. Every family received a 
copy of “The World According to Humphrey” 
by Betty G. Birney and was encouraged to 
read it as a family over three weeks. 

The school kicked off the family literacy 
program with a school assembly that featured 
Humphrey, himself. Children received a 
packet including a reading schedule and 
bookmark. Parents and children were asked 
to read a chapter a night, about 15 minutes. 
The packet also includes daily trivia questions 
to encourage and reward attentive listening. 

Hilliard also partnered with local businesses, 
including Westlake Walgreens, City of 
Westlake Recreation Department, Pet 
Supplies Plus, Silver Fox Florist, Barnes & Noble 

Inc., Learning 
Express Toys, 
Westlake Porter 
Public Library, 
Westlake Romeo’s 
and Damon’s Grill. 
Families visited 
those businesses 
between March 
2 and 19 to fi nd 
Humphrey’s 
picture to earn 
tickets for a weekly raffl e. 

Hilliard Elementary launched the program 
during Right to Read Week and was able to 
provide all of its families with a book based 
on donations and book fair proceeds from 
last year.

One School, One Book

 Dover Intermediate School’s Math Club 
brought home a number of trophies in the 
34th annual Greater Cleveland Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Problem Solving 
Tournament.

The tournament was held at 12 sites 
throughout Greater Cleveland and involved 
nearly 24 teams. The purpose of the 
tournament is to promote enthusiasm for 
mathematics.

Finishing in the top 20 percent of participants 
and earning a trophy were teams:
• 6th grade: Kenneth Li, Rahul Jain, Jack 

Jennings and Rodrigo Del Rincon Martinez
• 6th grade: Michael Stenger, Will Moore, 

Alex Needham and Tim Rence

• 5th grade: Katherine Xiao, Anusha 
Bangalore, Neige DeAngelis and 
Subratha Araselvan

• 5th grade: Shirin Hoke, M.E. Hargett and 
Anna Williams

Finishing in the next 40 percent and earning 
Blue Ribbons were the following teams:
• 6th grade: Angela Yu, Abigail Dumm, Maya 

Daw and Bethany Wang
• 5th grade: Espen Adkins, Thurein Niceman, 

Tommy McIntyre and Anna Peck
• 5th grade: Jacob Rintamaki, Sophia 

Needham, Santiago Echevarria and Grace 
Harte

Finishing in the next 40 percent and earning 
Red Ribbons was the sixth-grade team of Kartar 
Vig, Vivek Aslot, Evan Cowin and Shane Quinn.

Dover Intermediate Math Club earns 
top awards in regional math contest
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Lee Burneson Middle School seventh grader 
Christopher Haddad and Dover Intermediate 
School sixth grader Logan Evans are 
heading to Columbus to represent their 
schools in the State Geographic Bee and to 
compete for the chance to represent Ohio 
at the National Geographic Bee in May in 
Washington, D.C.

School-level winners took a qualifying 
test, and the top 100 scores were named 
semifi nalists and eligible to compete at the 
State Bee. State qualifi ers compete in an 
oral competition, to be held March 27 at 
the Ohio Dominican University in Columbus. 
All state champions will receive $100, the 
National Geographic Atlas of the World, 
a medal and a trip to Washington, D.C. 
to represent their state May 11-13 at the 
National Geographic Bee Championship. 

The national champion will receive a 
$50,000 college scholarship, a lifetime 
membership in the Society and an all-
expenses paid trip to the Galapagos Islands. 
National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo 
WILD will air the 2015 National Geographic 
Bee Championship fi nal round, moderated 
by award-winning journalist Soledad O’Brien, 
on May 15 at 4pm.

2 students to represent Westlake 
at State Geographic Bee

Eleven Westlake 
High School 
artists and writers 
were selected 
for special 
recognition 
through the 
Cleveland Clinic 
eXpressions 
art and writing 
programs.

For the art 
program, WHS 
senior Madeline 
Lee won Best 
of Show and a 
Blue Ribbon. Junior Brittany Donna also won a 
Blue Ribbon. Seniors Lucia Del Rincon Martinez, 
Jennifer Juhas and Veronica Pulling, and junior 
Sarah Meleragno, earned Red Ribbon awards. 
Seniors Caitlin O’Meara and Merlena Ward, and 
junior Abbey Kay earned White Ribbons. Senior 
Jessica Birkhimer earned an Honorable Mention.  

Freshman 
Rachel Zinram 
earned a Red 
Ribbon in the 
writing program 
for her poem 
inspired by a 
research project 
on ADHD.

Launched in 
2005 by the 
Cleveland 
Clinic Offi ce of 
Government 
and Community 
Relations’ Civic 
Education 

Department, eXpressions engages high school 
students – from across Ohio and around the 
world – in the creative exploration of science 
and medicine. Award-winning work was 
displayed at the Global Center for Health 
Innovation.

WHS artists recognized in 
Cleveland Clinic eXpressions programs

Madeline Lee
Best of Show/Blue Ribbon

Brittany Donna - Blue Ribbon

Logan EvansChristopher Haddad
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Westlake High School seniors Aswin 
Bikkani, Nicholas Craven and Kartik 
Dhinakaran are among 98 students 
from Ohio named candidates for 
the prestigious U.S. Presidential 
Scholars award. Each year, up 
to 121 students nationwide are 
named Presidential Scholars, one 
of the nation’s highest honors for 
high school students. 

Application for the U.S. Presidential 
Scholars Program is by invitation only. Students 
must score exceptionally well on either the 
SAT or ACT and submit candidacy materials, 
including essays, self-assessments, secondary 
school reports and transcripts. Candidates are 
evaluated on their academic achievement, 
personal characteristics, leadership and service 
activities, and an analysis of their essay.

In late March, about 500 semifi nalists – six 
to 20 from each state – are chosen by an 
independent national committee of educators. 
The Commission on Presidential Scholars makes 
the fi nal selection of students in April. Students 
chosen as U.S. Presidential Scholars receive an 
all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June 
and the U.S. Presidential Scholars medallion at a 
ceremony sponsored by the White House.

Kartik DhinakaranNicholas CravenAswin Bikkani

3 WHS seniors named 
Presidential Scholar candidates

Three Westlake High School seniors 
received the Lakewood/Rocky River 
Rotary Outstanding Student Award 
for exceptional accomplishments in 
their West Shore Career-Technical 
District programs.

Eric Van Keuls earned the award 
for Service Occupations Training, 
Megan Knott for Early Childhood 
Education/Senior Services and 
Colin Murphy for Community-Based 
Training – Rae Ann.

Two other WHS students were selected for the 
2015 Lakewood Chamber of Commerce/
Lakewood-Rocky River Sunrise Rotary Work Ethic 
Award for their exemplary performance in their 
West Shore Career-Technical District programs.

Brady Stevens earned the award for Community 
Based Training: Rae Ann, and Colin Teets for 
Construction Trades. Colin TeetsBrady Stevens

Colin MurphyMegan KnottEric Van Keuls

5 WHS students recognized 
in Career-Technical programs
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District Wrestling Qualifi ers
Three Varsity wrestlers – Steve 
Hayes, Mahmoud Mustafa 
and Josh Pappas – were 
qualifi ers at the District 
Championships held at 
Cleveland State University. 

Lady Demons Dream Team
The Lady Demons basketball 
SWC Championship season 
ended with the team fi nishing as District 
Runner-Ups. The Lady Demons had an 
11-game winning streak and held their 
opponents to under 40 points in each game.

Athletic Scholarships
Lady Demon golfer Loren Kreider signed an 
athletic scholarship to continue her academic 
and athletic career at Indiana Tech University. 
Loren was a four-year letter winner for the 
Demons and an MVP all four seasons. She was 
a four-year 1st Team All SWC selection and 

was an honorable mention 
All District player. Three 
members of the district 
fi nalist Westlake Demon 
boys’ soccer team signed 
National Letters of Intent to 
continuetheir academic 
and athletic careers. Jesse 
Valadez, who will continue 
playing at Walsh University, 
was an SWC Honorable 

Mention selection and the Greater Cleveland 
Soccer Coaches Association selection. 
Mohammed “Moe” Mustafa and Omar 
Salem will continue playing at Bowling Green 
State University. Moe was named a First Team 
SWC selection for two years and a Greater 
Cleveland Soccer Coaches Association First 
Team selection. He was a First Team Greater 
Cleveland Soccer Coaches Association pick 
for two years, the GCSCA Division I Player of 
the Year and a National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America All American.
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The Great Big Home and 
Garden Show showcased 
the top 10 area high school 
model home designs from 
the 18th annual Student 
Model Home Design 
Contest, where Westlake 
High School teams walked 
away with the top fi ve 
places.

The Westlake High School 
senior team of Nicholas 
Button and Jake Johanni took fi rst place and 
the overall grand prize $1,000 scholarship.  They 
also won the “Best Presentation” award as well 
as the “Best 3D/CAD Drawings” award. Second 
place overall went to the Westlake senior team 
of Cal Craven and Loren Kreider. They also won 
the “Architectural Award of Merit.” Finishing 
third overall was the Westlake team of Elise 
Kennedy, Anna Renkel, Sean Freeman, Matt 
Schnabel and Billy Dreher. They also won the 

specialty category award 
for “Best Model.”

Finishing fourth overall 
went to the Westlake 
team of Andres Loaiza, 
Jackson Hong and Mark 
Sargent. Fifth place went 
to the Westlake team of 
Lainey McCue, Sneha 
Ramachandran and 
Nico DiGiulio.

Using their knowledge of architectural 
design, green building design technology 
and concrete construction, student entries 
included fl oor plan and elevation drawings, 
as well as the highly visual scaled model 
homes.  They were judged in 15 separate 
categories, including design, planning and 
innovations, energy-conserving features, 
drawing presentation, model presentation 
and exterior design. 
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Athletics

Top model home awards

Jake Johanni and Nicholas Button

Loren Kreider
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Stay Connected
For more information on the 

Westlake Schools visit www.wlake.org

You can also follow us:
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WestlakeSchools

• Twitter: https://twitter.com/WestlakeSchools
Superintendent Geoff Palmer on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/WestlakeGPalmer

• Lee Burneson Middle School:
https://twitter.com/LBMS_Westlake

Westlake Athletics
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/DemonAthletics

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Westlake-Demon-Athletics/174430056059737

Your Questions Answered
We’re hearing questions and comments about Westlake 
City Schools in the community and we want to be certain 
everyone has the facts. Check out the Westlake Schools 
website – www.wlake.org – for a “Your Questions Answered” 
button. You can ask a question, check out what’s already been 
asked and sign up for periodic email updates.
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