
District seeks community feedback 
on Phase II Facilities Plan
Board considering May ballot options

STATE OF THESCHOOLS
Tuesday, January 27  •  6:30pm

Parkside Auditorium
Come hear updates on academics, facilities and finances

Commentary

In 2009, the Westlake City School
District convened the first meeting of
the 20/20 Vision Committee to
prepare a master facilities plan. Their
work resulted in passage of a Phase I
bond issue in 2010 that resulted in the
new Westlake High School, the new
Lee Burneson Middle School and a
renovated middle school that now
serves as Dover Intermediate School. 

In October 2014, the district
reconvened the 20/20 Vision
Committee to look at Phase II – the
elementary buildings. Through
discussions with the committee and
feedback from the community, the
Board of Education has decided
there needs to be more discussion on
this topic and will not move forward
with a bond issue in May. To properly
evaluate the information we have
and to make the right decision for our

community, we need additional
community input and involvement to
base a decision on how to structure
our elementary buildings to best serve
our needs now and into the future. 

The Board, though, is considering a
Permanent Improvement (PI) Levy to
be placed on the May ballot. While
an Operating Levy is used for the day-
to-day expenses of running the district
(salaries, benefits, utilities, supplies,
etc.), a PI Levy is used for capital
expenditures, which can ONLY cover
tangible items with a life span of five
or more years, such as building
repairs, technology, safety and
security, transportation needs and
other equipment purchases. A final
decision on this will be made by the
end of the month.



The Westlake City Schools saved the district
more than $2 million in future interest costs in 
a recent debt refunding. 

Westlake CFO/Treasurer Mark C. Pepera took
advantage of the historically low interest rate
environment and the district’s AA+ credit
rating – recently affirmed by Standard &
Poor’s, to refund the district’s Build America
Bonds. Along with saving interest costs, the
move also eliminates any reliance on the
federal government for subsidies.

While this does not directly impact the
district’s overall operating budget, it does
represent long-term savings on the bond
issue used to finance the district’s capital
improvement projects. 

The Board of Education surpassed its 
savings threshold by double with the bond
sale. Pepera will finalize the deal over the 
next few weeks.

Bond sale saves $2 million in future interest
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Westlake Schools CFO/Treasurer Mark C.
Pepera was one of six new members
appointed to the Governmental Accounting
Standards Advisory Council (GASAC).

Pepera will serve a two-year term beginning
Jan. 1, 2015, and represents the Association
of School Business Officials International. The
appointment was made by the board of
trustees of the Financial Accounting
Foundation, which is responsible for the
oversight, administration and finances of the
Financial Accounting Standards Board and
the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board (GASB). 

The GASAC is responsible for advising the
GASB – the independent, not-for-profit
organization that establishes financial
accounting and reporting standards for state
and local governments – on technical issues,
project priorities and other matters that
affect standard setting for accounting and

financial
reporting by state
and local
governments. 

Pepera has been
with the Westlake
Schools since
1999. He has
been named CFO
of the Year and
earned the Ohio
Association of
School Business
Officials
Distinguished
Services Award-NE Region, Government
Finance Officers Association Financial
Reporting Award and State of Ohio Award
for Early Implementation of Governmental
Accounting Standards Board 33 and 34. 
He is a designated Registered School
Business Official. 

Westlake CFO named to Governmental 
Accounting Standards Advisory Council

• Westlake Schools earned its 20th consecutive Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting, the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting.

• The district’s bond rating remains in the top 4% in Ohio. Moody’s rated Westlake AA1,
and Standard’s & Poor’s renewed Westlake’s AA+/stable long-term rating.

Financial Facts:
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The Westlake City Schools are launching 
a new parent notification service called
SchoolMessenger. This service will be used 
for parent outreach, emergency broadcasts,
school closings, student attendance alerts and
other communication needs for our schools.

SchoolMessenger will be used to 
complement the district’s existing
communication procedures and extends 
the school district’s commitment to offer 
timely communications to our parents.

Westlake Schools launches 
new parent notification system

Learn more about the Westlake City Schools’
kindergarten experience for 2015-2016 
by attending an information night on 
Thursday, Jan. 29, at 6:30 p.m.

Each neighborhood elementary school will
host an informational session:
• Bassett Elementary School

2155 Bassett Road
• Dover Elementary School

2300 Dover Center Road
• Hilliard Elementary School

24365 Hilliard Blvd.
• Holly Lane Elementary School

3057 Holly Lane
Each school will offer the same information. 
For more information call the Department 
of Pupil Services at (440) 871-7300. Students 
must be 5 years old on or before Aug. 1 
to be age-eligible to enter kindergarten.

Westlake Schools host 
kindergarten information night

• 100% of Westlake’s 3rd graders met the criteria for promotion to 4th grade under the 
Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

• On the last State Report Card, Westlake was ranked #1 in Ohio for our work in educating
Westlake’s gifted & talented population.

• Westlake ranks in the top 3% of Ohio school districts in value-added, which measures
student achievement for all students over time.

#NowYouKnow
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Seven Westlake High School
students were named 2014
National Merit Semifinalists in the
National Merit Program.

Semifinalists Aswin Bikkani, Nicholas
Craven, Wendy DeFeo, Kartik
Dhinakaran, Alan Garber, Thomas
Reusser and Ameesh Shah will
move on to compete for about
8,300 National Merit Scholarships
worth more than $34 million.

They are among 1.5 million students from 22,000
high schools across the country who took the
PSAT in their junior year. Less than 1 percent of
high school seniors make it to the semifinal
round. About 15,000 students are expected to
move on to become National Merit Finalists,
which should be announced in February.

WHS also has 11 National Merit Commended
students. They are among the 34,000 high

scorers on the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test)
who are recognized for their outstanding
academic promise.

Commended students are Maryam Ahmad,
Christa Beyer, Dominic Cristiano, Caroline
Hazapis, Melissa Karpuszka, Vanessa Melikian,
Samuel Peplin, Calvin Pozderac, Ryan Rowe,
Vishal Shah and Peter Slater.

WHS has 7 National Merit semifinalists, 
11 commended students

Six months before receiving his high school
diploma, a Westlake High School senior
earned two associate degrees and served as
commencement speaker for his college
graduating class.

Aswin Bikkani, 17, was selected by the
Cuyahoga Community College Joint Student
Council to serve as the Dec. 17
commencement speaker. Aswin graduated
from Tri-C with Associate of Arts and Associate
of Science degrees for Fall 2014 with a 4.0
GPA. Aswin intends to major in biology and
plans to pursue a career as a physician in
practice and research. 

At Westlake High School, Aswin is a National
Merit Semifinalist and an Eagle Scout. He is an 

AP Scholar with
Distinction and was
named an AP National
Scholar during his junior
year. He is involved
with the Academic
Challenge Team, and
the Speech and
Debate team.

He won the 2014 
Coca-Cola Leaders 
of Promise Scholarship
through Phi Theta Kappa and was selected 
as Simons Fellow for 2014 summer research 
at Stony Brook University. He also is a 
Phi Theta Kappa president at the 
Tri-C’s Westshore campus.

WHS senior chosen as 
college commencement speaker
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Lee Burneson Middle School
eighth graders participated 
in a Unity Day Against Bullying 
on Oct. 30.

Language Arts teacher Deb
Schrembeck’s students read the
novel “Bullyville” by Francine
Prose, the story of an eighth-
grade boy who was bullied and
the consequences for all
involved. They also watched the
non-fiction documentary “Bully.”
Out of the students’ anger and
disappointment in how the characters in both
works were treated, they planned a Unity Day. 

Students made more than 650 personalized
positive message signs they then taped to
every student locker. A handful of students
made public service announcements during
the morning and afternoon announcements

and encouraged everyone to wear orange –
the national color of anti-bullying – on Oct. 30.

Thanks to an LBMS PTA grant, the students
released orange balloons from the middle
school football field as a symbol of releasing
the pain of bullying for all the silent victims.
They also pledged to participate in NOW – 
Not on Our Watch – while bullying occurred.

Middle school participates 
in unity day against bullying

Westlake High School is now
an authorized International
Baccalaureate (IB) World
School, Diploma Programme
(DP) through the International
Baccalaureate Organization.

As an IB World School, WHS is
part of a global community of
schools committed to a
shared philosophy of a
commitment to high quality,
challenging, international
education with a focus on
rigor and inquiry. The program is for juniors
and seniors, who will have the opportunity to

graduate with an IB Diploma
Certificate.

WHS joined the district’s four
elementary schools, which
are awaiting authorization as
IB Primary Years Programme
(PYP) World Schools, in the IB
program. The IB PYP supports
learning in all academic
areas and places emphasis
on the whole child. The
process encourages students
to choose, reflect and act

not only in their academics, but in the school,
community and beyond.

Schools working toward IB Authorization

• With the opening of the new middle and high school buildings in 2013, and the renovation
of the middle school – which now houses Dover Intermediate School – the district operates
700,531 square feet of building space.

• WHS students showed a 5th straight year of gains on the ACT tests – last year’s composite
score was 25.1 – while increasing the number of students taking the test.

#NowYouKnow
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Dover Intermediate School K-Kids
assembled more than 200 bags filled with a
variety of toiletries to donate 
to St. Patrick’s Hunger Center in Cleveland.

About 2,000 sample-sized and hotel
toiletries were collected by DIS K-Kids,
Westlake Kiwanis and St. Ladislas parish in
Westlake. Thirty-eight students met after
school to assemble the bags with the help
of the Westlake High School Key Club.

DIS K-Kids advisor Joanne Clancy and WHS
Key Club advisor Bob Clancy helped the
students organize individualized packets of
toiletries. 

K-Kids representatives and parents handed
out the bags, served meals and cleaned
up on Sept. 17 at the hunger center.

K-Kids is a service organization for elementary
students sponsored by Kiwanis International.
The service club is dedicated to helping

students develop leadership skills and learn 
the value of community service. Kiwanis also
has Key Club at WHS and Builders Club at 
Lee Burneson Middle School.

K-Kids donate to hunger center

Dover Intermediate School (DIS) is one of
17 Northeast Ohio schools invited to
participate in this year’s GE Girls program,
an outreach effort to excite and retain
interest of sixth-grade girls in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

DIS Counselor Kerry Brickman invited all
sixth-grade girls to apply for 10 open slots 
in the program by filling out an application
asking them why they wanted to
participate. DIS students spent Oct. 22 
at Case Western Reserve University for a
kickoff event. Between November and
April, the program will provide five, 
one-hour onsite activities by volunteers 
at the school. Students will participate in 
a wrap up event in May.

Dover Intermediate joins GE Girls

6 January 2015

Dover Intermediate School’s GE Girls (left to
right) are School Counselor Kerry Brickman,
Lila Williams, Alyssa Light, Gigi Redinger, Maya
Daw, Grace Hansen, Ana Wascovich, Asma
Rasheed, Sam Tarolli, Gabrielle Hansen and
Sara Olsen.

• 4 WHS students scored a perfect 36 on the ACT.
• LBMS received the William M. Jones/Harvard Business School Club Excellence 

in School Management Award for its focus on children and student outcomes.

#NowYouKnow
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The Westlake High School boys’ golf
team is the 2014 SWC Champion,
finishing with a 5-2 record. The team is
coached by Brendan Zepp.

2014 SEC Champion golf team: (left to right) Coach
Brendan Zepp, James Lazevnick, Patrick Steffen,
Nick Wilson, Jules Blakely, Ellis Langermeier and
Jeremy Blaga. (Not pictured: Max Prexta, Scott
Boyce and Sean Dunphy)

2014 SWC Championship Golf Team
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The Westlake High School Girls’ Swim/Dive 
team earned the Scholar Team Award from 
the National Interscholastic Swimming Coaches
Association (NISCA) for having the highest team
GPA in Ohio for the third consecutive year.

The team maintains a 3.856 GPA, earning
them a Gold Level Award. The award

recognizes academic success in the
classroom for the entire swimming, diving 
and water polo teams, as well as athletic
success in the pool. 

The WHS boys’ Swim/Dive team earned a
Bronze Level Award for maintaining a 3.467
team GPA, placing them sixth in the state.

WHS Girls’ Swim/Dive Team 
earns top academic honors in state

Jason Hall is the Westlake High School Demons
new football coach. Hall has held head
coaching positions at Massillon, Ravenna
Southeast, Brush and Nordonia. As Massillon
Washington’s head coach, he leaves there as
the third winningest head coach in that
program’s storied history and went to the
playoffs in six of his seven seasons at the helm of
the Tigers. Overall in his career, he has taken his
teams to the playoffs nine times.

As a four-year starter at Mount Union College,
he earned three national titles and the NCAA

Division III Player of the Year
award. His teams at Mount
Union went 54-1 while he was
a student-athlete.

“His organizational skills, his
passion for not only football
but for all student-athletes
really came through in the
interview process. I believe
the players will respond to his
positive energy,” said
Athletic Director Tony Cipollone.

Jason Hall named WHS Football Coach
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Westlake City School District
27200 Hilliard Blvd.
Westlake, OH 44145

Board of Education
President: Tony Falcone
Vice President: Barb Leszynski
Carol Winter
John Finucane
Tom Mays
Superintendent: Geoff Palmer
CFO/Treasurer: Mark C. Pepera

Westlake High School
Principal: Timothy Freeman
27830 Hilliard Blvd.
Westlake, OH 44145
440.835.6352

Lee Burneson Middle School
Principal: Paul Wilson
2260 Dover Center Road
440.835.6340

Dover Intermediate School
Principal: Mark Bregar
2240 Dover Center Road
440.835.5494

Bassett Elementary School
Principal: Alex Fleming
2155 Bassett Road
440.835.6330

Dover Elementary School
Principal: Tim Barrett
2300 Dover Center Road
440.835.6322

Hilliard Elementary School
Principal: Kim Tucker
24356 Hilliard Blvd.
440.835.6343

Holly Lane Elementary School
Principal: Mimi Verdone
3057 Holly Lane
440.835.6332

Stay Connected
For more information on the 

Westlake Schools visit www.wlake.org

You can also follow us:
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WestlakeSchools

• Twitter: https://twitter.com/WestlakeSchools
Superintendent Geoff Palmer on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/WestlakeGPalmer

• Lee Burneson Middle School:
https://twitter.com/LBMS_Westlake

Westlake Athletics
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/DemonAthletics

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Westlake-Demon-Athletics/174430056059737

Your Questions Answered
We’re hearing questions and comments about Westlake 
City Schools in the community and we want to be certain 
everyone has the facts. Check out the Westlake Schools 
website – www.wlake.org – for a “Your Questions Answered” 
button. You can ask a question, check out what’s already been
asked and sign up for periodic email updates.

www.wlake.orgCommentary


