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5.4-mill levy on November ballot
$1 million cut due to levy failure

At its July 30 meeting, the Westlake Board of Education approved placing a 5.4-mill operating levy on the Nov. 5 ballot.
In May, a 5.9-mill levy failed by
just 44 votes. After the narrow
defeat the district opted to
make about $1 million in cuts
and sought community feedback about how best to move
forward.

The district already made tough
decisions, cutting $5 million over
the past three years - or 10% of
its budget. This year, cuts included eliminating 19 positions and
further reducing transportation
services.
The Westlake Schools have
consistently been recognized as
one of the top districts in Ohio

while also receiving a number
of accolades for saving money
through shared services, innovative practices, consortium
purchasing and partnerships.
The district is taking measures
to control costs. Last year a 5%
pay reduction was instituted for
all new administrators.
Continued on back

Top U.S. colleges welcome Class of 2013
Members of the Westlake High School Class of
2013 have gained admittance to many of the
most prestigious and selective universities in
America. Among the educational institutions WHS
graduates are attending this fall are American
University, Case Western Reserve University, Denison University, Drexel University, Northeast Ohio
Medical University, Northwestern University, Ohio
University, Purdue University, Rice University, The

College of Wooster, The Ohio State University, the
University of Notre Dame, University of Pennsylvania, Williams College and Yale University. Of the
310 graduates in the Class of 2013, 66 graduated
Summa Cum Laude, 137 earned Honors Diplomas, 154 earned Presidential Awards of Excellence and 181 earned State Board of Education
Awards of Merit.
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The City of Westlake is very pleased with the relationship between the city and the
Westlake Schools. This has been accomplished through good communication among
staff and school leaders. Consequently, the citizens of Westlake have greatly
benefited with many joint programs and projects throughout the community to
enhance our quality of life, the desirability of our city, the quality of our service and the
availability of so many more opportunities. It is indeed a pleasure to be part of this very
successful partnership.
- Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough
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Building healthier communities comes from creating stronger, more positive
relationships with many civic groups and businesses. St. John Medical Center
is proud of its partnership with Westlake High School and the arduous work
accomplished with the Wellness Committee.
- William A. Young Jr., St. John Medical Center President & CEO
The Westlake community is one of the best communities because of our
outstanding school system. The schools partner with Kiwanis through visits to
nursing homes, helping with Special Olympics, raking leaves for the elderly
and tutoring.
			
- Russell Milan, Westlake Kiwanis

Westlake Schools partner with
Kiwanis to provide youth
vice-leadership programs,
cluding Key Club at WHS,
uilder’s Club at LBMS and
on Club for young adults with
bilities. We also partner with the schools for
Annual Yard Clean-Up for seniors, Salute to
llence, Westlake Relays, the Memorial Day
ade and Special Olympics. We are always
mpressed with the volunteer support by
ents and staff for our service projects. Their
presence is vital to what we do in the
munity of Westlake. 			
onnie Smith, President, Westlake Kiwanis

The Westlake City School District worked with
Cleveland Clinic’s Eat Right at School Program to
implement healthy changes to their elementary
school menus. We are glad The Westlake City
School District is now an Eat Right at School
partner.
- Laura Jeffers, MEd, RD, LD, Cleveland Clinic nutrition manager
The principals and teachers with whom I have worked are
extremely dedicated and proud of their students’
accomplishments. The students are eager to learn
and our Club appreciates their interest and
participation in gardening and the environment.
		
- Regina McCarthy, Westlake Garden
Club

Feedback indicated cuts, new levy
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Earlier this year teachers agreed to a 0% pay
scale increase and a 2.5% decrease in the second year of the new contract, saving more than
$5 million. Recently, classified staff agreed to a
two-year wage freeze. All employees’ insurance
contributions rose by 50% for the first time.
After community input, the November levy request was reduced to 5.4 mills and would be the
first operating levy in 7 years. The levy will allow
current programming to remain.
If the levy fails in November, the schools will recommend another $2.2 million in cuts, which may
include:
• Eliminating 30-plus teaching positions and

7-10 non-teaching positions
Imposing additional transportation cuts
Eliminating access to school buildings after
hours
• Either significantly increasing tuition for all-day
kindergarten or eliminating the option
• Reducing athletics, music and arts offerings or
imposing significant pay-to-participate costs
• Cutting AP offerings
• Delaying or eliminating International Baccalaureate programs
The school district understands the importance of
providing the excellence in our schools our community expects while being fiscally responsible.
Even with this levy, Westlake will remain in the
bottom 25% of school taxes in Cuyahoga County
and will ensure great schools for a great community.
•
•
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