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District Mission Statement 
We educate for excellence…empowering all students to achieve their educational goals, to direct 
their lives, and to contribute to society. 
 
Philosophy 
In order to educate for excellence, Westlake High School cultivates a learning environment based on 
understanding and respect. The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people 
who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a 
better and more peaceful world. In accordance with the IB learner attributes, our students strive to 
develop international mindedness.  We believe language acquisition and literacy should be 
emphasized throughout the grade levels using an interdisciplinary approach emphasizing inquiry and 
instruction. Teaching and learning activities that are engaging and varied help to develop 
communication skills while meeting individual learning styles.  They also foster responsibility and 
student ownership for learning. We believe that students should be provided with a variety of 
receptive and expressive language experiences to help them acquire and share knowledge. These 
experiences will prepare students to make a positive impact in the increasingly global society in which 
they live. 
 

“We provide a dynamic, student-centered, 21st century learning environment. We believe in 
the extraordinary potential that lies in all individuals and work every day to create deep 
learning challenges and experiences that will maximize opportunities for students to be college 
and career-ready as they pursue their life goals and grow to be individuals who make informed 
decisions that will make a difference in our city, state, country, and international community.” 
(Academic Services at the Westlake City Schools website) 

 
Language acquisition is a developmental process that is monitored and supported in a variety of 
situations throughout the grade levels. Daily observations, progress monitoring, and quarterly 
benchmarks are used to ensure all students achieve adequate yearly progress in line with their grade 
level. Literacy resources and support by staff members is a priority. Teachers provide students 
opportunities to further their literacy skills in all content areas.  Opportunities for inquiry and sharing, 
such as public speaking and book clubs, exist to help students hone their expressive and receptive 
language skills. 
 
Language profile 
The diversity of our students produces many challenges and provides many benefits.  These 
challenges must be addressed in order for students to become knowledgeable and effective 
communicators in a variety of modalities and in more than one language.  Our learning community is 
made up of mostly native English-speakers, but a wide variety of mother tongues are represented.  
Non-native English speakers are offered support such as English Second Language (ESL) instruction 
and differentiated instruction.  This diversity provide an opportunity for all learners to share cultural 



and linguistic experiences while developing an understanding of a variety of different cultural 
practices. 
 
Language of Instruction 
English is the language of instruction at Westlake High School and connects all elements of the 
curriculum.  Language proficiency is vital to learning and growing in all subject areas.  This requires 
comprehension and performance of the oral language (listening and speaking), visual language 
(viewing and presenting), and written language (reading and writing).  All subjects, with the exception 
of World Language, are taught exclusively in English to help students reach a level of proficiency 
across all curriculum areas. 
 
Additional Languages 
The Westlake City Schools offer an introductory second language program in grades 1 through 4. 
This program provides students with a foundation for learning new languages by developing their 
capacity for language acquisition at an early age. One specific language is not emphasized, but 
translatable skills are introduced.  Learning a new language early in life can broaden cultural 
understanding and can greatly increase the probability of expanding to further languages in the 
future. 
 

“We know research supports that students are better able to speak and understand second, 
third, and fourth language better when a foundation for bilingualism is built in the younger 
years. Research also demonstrates that second language learning at an early age supports 
higher academic achievement, provides cognitive benefits for students, and impacts their 
beliefs and attitudes about language and learning from other cultures.” 
(From the SLL page at www.wlake.org)  

 
In grades 5 through 8, students can specialize in Spanish or French language acquisition. At 
Westlake High School, students may enroll in French, Spanish, or Latin. These courses focus on the 
practical application of language skills. In addition to developing language skills, the courses are 
designed develop awareness and sensitivity to other cultures. The courses enrich students’ lives and 
make them more effective communicators in an increasingly globalized society.  Language skills and 
cultural understanding make our students more caring, compassionate, and respectful citizens.  They 
build their sense of identity as they recognize universal human values. They experience new 
perspectives that help them analyze their own beliefs and motivations and better understand others.  
 
Mother Tongue Support 

 
Media Center & Computer Laboratories 

District media centers and language labs have a variety of resource and instructional 
books and videos that support many languages.  Books and other resources are 
acquired to support the mother tongues represented in our student population.  Online 
translation programs are accessible from our media centers and language labs. 

 
INFOhio 

INFOhio is a database available through the Libraries page of the Westlake City 
Schools website.  Students can access encyclopedias in Spanish and French, as well 
as archival language and research sites in many other languages. 

 
Cuyahoga County Educational Service Center 

Cuyahoga County Educational Service Center offers a consortium purchasing program 
of the Rosetta Stone program to support new language acquisition at a significant 
discount. 

http://www.wlake.org/


 
Translators 

A list of translators is available through the school district for accommodations during 
testing and for support at meetings between parents and teachers. Parents interested in 
information about a translator can contact their student’s classroom teacher who will 
forward the request to the ESL Department. The department will review the current list 
of translators.  If an appropriate translator is not available, a translator may be 
outsourced through an outside agency. 

 
Private Tutors 

Westlake City Schools provides a list of private tutors for students and parents 
interested in additional support.  Parents may request this information directly from the 
district. 

 
Project ABLE 

Project ABLE provides support for adult English language learners.  The ABLE / GED / 
ESOL program is dedicated to providing the necessary resources and support to 
improve literacy, obtain a GED, provide classes for English speakers of other languages 
(ESOL), or transition students into the Cuyahoga County Community College for further 
educational opportunities. 

 
Language Assessment 
A student’s prior knowledge and understanding are factored into expectations for their grade levels, 
based on Common Core standards. Instruction is differentiated based on student needs and goals. 
Interventions are in place for students needing assistance in achieving literacy goals.  Students 
studying a new language at Westlake High School will read full-length novels as part of the 
curriculum.  Students are expected to discuss and write about the readings, as well as current cultural 
topics, at an advanced level.  They will be assessed formatively with internal and external 
assessments. They will also be assessed through oral examinations. 
 
Professional Development 
Ongoing professional development is a key to meeting the changing needs of a diverse learning 
community. Westlake High School provides teachers with a variety of professional development 
opportunities in areas such as foundational skills support, comprehension strategies, differentiation 
strategies, and the use of a variety of instructional tools.  As teaching and learning evolves, 
professional development is necessary to support and empower teachers and students. Collaborative 
planning also provides an opportunity for sharing strategies and tools to enhance student learning.  
This also provides opportunities for interdisciplinary learning where language skills are emphasized in 
all areas of the curriculum. 
 


