
 Communications 
24525 Hilliard Blvd. 

Westlake, OH 44145 
440.250.1258 

www.wlake.org 
bonvissuto@wlake.org 

 
Jan. 16, 2017 
 

MOVING WESTLAKE FORWARD 
 
Since passage of a combined 2.1-mill bond issue in November, a lot of behind-
the-scenes work has been going on to prepare for a new PK-4 elementary 
building. 
 
Financial Update 
In December, the district took advantage of an opportunity to sell $9.19 million in 
bonds that will help fund the construction of a new elementary school. The bank 
qualified sale allowed the district to secure a lower interest rate, creating a 
significant savings over the repayment period over the life of the bonds. The 
district will pursue the sale of the remaining $24.41 million in bonds in the first 
quarter of 2017. 
 
The district also was recently notified that it maintained its AA+/stable long-term 
rating on its current debt. The Standard & Poors rating reflects the strength of the 
Westlake community and the school district’s solid financial management 
practices. 
 
The Westlake City School District and the Board of Education have always 
looked for opportunities to save taxpayer dollars. Both the bond sale and the 
bond rating are examples of the district’s fiscal stewardship in protecting the 
community’s investment in its schools.  
 
Location 
The school district has two solid options for the location of the new elementary 
building – the site of the current Parkside administration building and city-owned 
land on Center Ridge Road next to Westlake Porter Public Library.  
 
The district has been in talks with the city regarding a land exchange. Since 
passage of the bond issue and permanent improvement levy last fall, the district 
met with the city engineer and confirmed that soil boring samples taking from 
both locations are suitable for construction.  
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At this point the district and the city are moving forward with the appraisal 
process. Both parties are working toward a deal that best serves the entire 
community. Superintendent Scott Goggin praised the city for being open and 
engaged in the process, calling them good partners. 
 
Planning 
While a final location is still in discussion, project architect Lesko Architecture is 
moving forward with the educational visioning process. The Westlake-based firm 
is aware of the community’s expectations to design a building that reflects the 
educational goals of the school district and provides a small school feel. 
 
Lesko met with administrators and educational staff to begin conceptual 
drawings of a building that incorporates 21st century design principles while 
establishing an asset that will be part of the community for the next 50 years. The 
next step will be engaging the entire school staff and the community for 
feedback that will result in final plans. 
 
Construction Manager 
The high school construction project provided learning opportunities for our 
facilities team. While the project was on time and on budget, the resolution of 
two issues with contractors required legal intervention. The issues with the 
flooring and the rotunda were resolved without spending additional funds. 
 
Since then, the district adopted a “Construction Manager At-Risk” model that 
protects the district from any errors made by building contractors and 
guarantees a maximum price for the project. Should issues arise, it will be the 
responsibility of the vendors to absorb additional costs to resolve any issues. 
The district received qualifications from seven firms and is in the process of 
narrowing that list to interview top candidates.  
 
During the campaign, the district hear from parents, community and staff on a 
number of areas. We will continue to communicate and engage all 
stakeholders throughout the process. Our focus right now is on creating learning 
spaces – the place where students spend the majority of their day. Our intent is 
to create spaces that best serve the needs of our students while meeting the 
expectations set by our community.  
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