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 Bassett Elementary School Mission Statement  
Bassett Elementary School is a child-centered community empowered to develop responsible, compassionate, 

globally-minded citizens who are lifelong inquirers dedicated to achieving academic excellence. 

    

Benefits of introducing a second language in the primary grades: 
 

 
Figure 1 French is a global language spoken on 5 continents  Image source: Bryn 
Mawr College. Read about the benefits of SLL here & here. 

In the IB PYP, a world language is introduced 
beginning in 1st grade but Westlake has long 
aspired to begin second language learning (SLL) 
in our elementary schools.   
 

“We know research supports that students are 
better able to speak and understand second, 
third and fourth languages better when a 
foundation for bilingualism is built in the 
younger years.” WCSD .    
 
Students who develop their capacity for second 
language beginning at an early age reap many 
benefits, even if they don’t become fluent. 

 

 Language continuum in Westlake City Schools (WCSD) 

At Bassett, the emphasis in French class 
is on the attainment of second language 
skills, cultural awareness, and the brain 
development benefits that result from 
this early exposure to a second language. 

  In 5th grade, 
students will 
take Spanish for 
the year.   
 

In 6th grade, they will 
choose which of the two 
languages, French or 
Spanish, they want to 
pursue.  

 Once at LBMS & WHS, 
the opportunities for 
students to broaden 
their language learning 
expands. 

 
Here are some other benefits of starting SLL at an early age: 

● Cognitive growth: according to studies, students exposed to more than one language show better ability to 
multi-task and keep focused attention 

● Empathy: students develop an appreciation for other cultures 
● Adaptability: children learn to adapt to change as they move from one language to another 
● Communication:  even with the basics of language, communication in another language is easier 
● Open-mindedness: learning new languages helps students be unafraid of trying something new and unknown  

French Days are coming in November: 
 
In November, 1st-4th graders will participate in special activities in French class.  Mrs. Erickson will be asking students 
to bring in materials for special projects so please watch for notes coming home. 
 
 

https://www.brynmawr.edu/french/
https://www.pandatree.com/reason_foreign_language
https://bilingualkidspot.com/2017/04/08/learning-a-language-never-wasted-on-kids-even-if-never-fluent/
http://www.wlake.org/our-schools/bassett-elementary/academics/international-baccalaureate
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 Totally Awesome Tuesdays & PBIS: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful 
Through Bassett’s Totally Awesome Tuesdays, intended to promote positive behaviors, we encourage students to follow 
the Big 3: Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful by focusing on specific IB attitudes & learner profile attributes each 
month.  Adults in the school nominate students each month who exemplify a highlighted attitude or attribute.   
 

On Oct. 3, a group of students was recognized, by Mr. Sanfilippo and Mrs. Haworth, for showing the learner profile 
attribute: Knowledgeable and the IB attitude: Enthusiasm.  At an assembly later that morning, all students were 
introduced to the attribute: Communicator & the IB attitudes: Empathy & Tolerance.  
 
 
Communicator: Students will understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 

language and in a variety of modes of communication.  They work effectively and willingly in 
collaboration with others. 
 
  Activities to help your child be a good communicator: 
● Ask your child to teach you something they learned in French class  
● Take advantage of time in the car with your child to talk, sing or listen to audiobooks      together 
● Provide opportunities for students to work and play with others, building their social skills. 
● Encourage your child to place their orders in restaurants or let them order at the deli counter, 
with your support. 
 
 

Activities to help your child exercise tolerance and empathy: 
 

Empathy: Encourage children to imagine themselves in another’s situation so they can better 
understand his/her reasons for action and feelings and to be open-minded and reflective about the 
perspectives of others. 

● Read books that depict people in other cultures and circumstances and talk about what that 
might be like for them like these picture books  or these chapter books 

  
 

Tolerance: Encourage children to be sensitive about differences and diversity in the world and to be 
responsive to the needs of others. 

● Model respect and tolerance of people with different ideas and ways of doing things. 
● Read books about that show diverse characters and cultures like these picture books 

 
 
 
 

If you are interested in more detailed information, visit our school webpage http://www.wlake.org/our-schools/bassett-
elementary   or contact me: Deb Wadden, IB PYP Coordinator waddend@wlake.org     

 
 

Westlake City Schools Mission Statement 
We Educate for Excellence…Empowering all students to achieve their educational goals, to direct their lives and to 

contribute to society. 

https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/picture-books-to-teach-empathy/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/chapter-books-that-teach-empathy/
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/diverse-picture-books-classics/
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